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SOROPTIMIST 

VISION 

 

Women and girls have the 

resources and opportunities to 

reach their full potential and  

live their dreams. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

MISSION 

 

Soroptimist is a global volunteer 

organization that provides 

women and girls with access to 

the education and training they 

need to achieve economic 

empowerment. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

TAG LINE 

  

“INVESTING 

IN DREAMS” 
 

 

SOROPTIMIST  

CORE VALUES 

 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas is committed to: 

 

• GENDER EQUALITY:  
Women     and    girls    live    
free   from discrimination. 
 

• EMPOWERMENT:  Women 
and girls are free to act in 
their own best interest. 

 
• EDUCATION:  Women and 

girls deserve to lead full and 
productive lives through 
access to education. 

 

• DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:  
Women from varied 
backgrounds and 
perspectives work together to 
improve the lives of women 
and girls.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 

Vicki Hightower 

2018-20 SIR President 

 

“Sometimes it’s not the 
strongest tree that 

survives the storm, but 
the most adaptable.”  

…Anne Scottlin 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside, like the rest of the 

world, has been profoundly 

impacted by the Covid 19 virus.  

Thankfully, we are all well, but are 

on “lockdown” and have had to 

cancel our events, including our 

signature event, the Live Your 

Dream: Dream It Be It 

Conference.   

These cancellations are, of 

course, disappointing to SI 

Riverside club members but we 

have to do what needs to be done 

to make sure everyone stays safe 

and healthy.  So, we adapt to this 

storm.  Thanks to the diligence of 

Edith Gingerich and Melanie 

McKee, we have successfully held 

virtual meetings and the work of 

SI Riverside continues!   

Recently, the club voted to give 

money to Pencils and Dreams, a 

local nonprofit that supports 

schools in Africa.  We may think 

we have been impacted by this 

pandemic but can you imagine 

how these small African schools 

and villages, which struggled with 

basic necessities to begin with, 

have been impacted?  SI Riverside 

reached out to this worthy 

organization to help where help 

was most needed. 

Our important mission of 

empowering women and girls 

continues, although we approach 

this mission a little differently than 

before. We have moved forward 

with selecting the following award 

winners (please refer to the article 

in this newsletter for more details 

about these remarkable women 

and girls): 

GOLD KEY AWARD 
Mary Figueroa 

 
DREAM IT, BE IT SCHOLARSHIP 

Samantha Gutierrez 
 

STUDENT VOLUNTEER AWARD 
Karen Patel, Grace Tirado and 

Samantha Rincon 
 

LIVE YOUR DREAM EDUCATION 
& TRAINING AWARD 

Liliana Sotelo and Angela Perry 
 

If we can’t celebrate these 

amazing women at our annual 

Salute to Service luncheon 

(currently postponed to an 

unknown date), we will celebrate 

them virtually!  SI Riverside’s work 

continues.  It just looks a little bit 

different this year.   

President Vicki Hightower 

 

MAY 2020 

 

 
 

5 BOARD MEETING 

12:00 PM, First United 

Methodist Church, Mary’s 

Kitchen, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

VIRTUAL MEETING ON 

ZOOM 

12 BUSINESS MEETING 

12:05 PM to 12:50 PM 

First United Methodist 

Church, Koinonia Meeting 

Room, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

VIRTUAL MEETING ON 

ZOOM 

 

15 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

FAMILIES 

 

26 PROGRAM MEETING 

12:05 PM to 12:50 PM 

First United Methodist 

Church, Koinonia Meeting 

Room, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

VIRTUAL MEETING ON 

ZOOM 

 

28- GOLDEN WEST REGION  

30 SPRING CONFERENCE  

Twin Arrows Casino Resort 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

CANCELLED 
 

JUNE 2020 

  

 
 

2 BOARD MEETING 

12:00 PM, First United 

Methodist Church, Mary’s 

Kitchen, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

 

5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT 

DAY 

 

9 BUSINESS MEETING 

12:05 PM to 12:50 PM 

First United Methodist 

Church, Koinonia Meeting 

Room, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

 

15 WORLD ELDER ABUSE 

AWARENESS DAY 



19 INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR 

THE ELIMINATION OF 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN 

CONFLICT 

 

23 PROGRAM MEETING 

12:05 PM to 12:50 PM 

First United Methodist 

Church, Koinonia Meeting 

Room, 4845 Brockton Ave, 

Riverside 

 

TBA 2020-21 NSTALLATION OF 

OFFICERS  
 

 

IMPORTANT   

NOTICE 
 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, 

please note that Soroptimist 

International of the Americas has 

instructed that all Soroptimist 

events and meetings be cancelled 

through June 1st.  

 

SI Riverside will hold all meetings 

during this cancellation period on 

ZOOM.  Virtual meetings will start 

at 12:00 PM and end at 1:00 PM.  

 

Prior to each virtual meeting, 

Vice-President Edith Gingerich will 

send out a meeting invitation via 

email that will include a link and 

the meeting ID number.   

 

If you have any problems logging 

in, please contact Secretary 

Melanie McKee via text message 

for help. 

 

 How we meet after June 1st will 

be determined by what phase the 

state of California has reached in 

the President’s three phase 

opening  of the country.  Groups 

up to 50 people can meet              

in Phase 2. 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 
 

July 22-25, 2020 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

OF THE AMERICAS BIENNIAL 

CONVENTION 

Bellevue Hyatt Regency 

Bellevue, Washington 

CANCELLED 
 

October 1-3, 2021 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

CONVENTION  

100TH ANNIVERSARY 

San Francisco, California 

 

 

FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 

 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside, a club in District 1 of the 

Golden West Region of 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas, meets on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesdays of each month in the 

Koinonia Room at the First United 

Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton 

Avenue, Riverside, from noon until 

approximately 1:15 PM.   

 

Please arrive a little early so that 

we may begin promptly at noon.   

The 2nd Tuesday is a Business 

Meeting and the 4th Tuesday is a 

Program Meeting.  Lunches are 

approximately $16/each and can 

be paid on a yearly, quarterly or 

per meeting basis.   For questions, 

please contact the SI Riverside 

Assistant Treasurer. 

 

 

MAY 15, 2020 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

FAMILIES 

 

 
 

The International Day of Families 

promotes the importance of a 

healthy and well-balanced family. 

 

What Do People Do? 

 

A wide range of events are 

organized at local, national and 

international levels. These include 

workshops, seminars and policy 

meetings for public officials, 

exhibitions and organized 

discussions to raise awareness of 

the annual theme, educational 

sessions for children and young 

people and the launch of 

campaigns for public policies to 

strengthen and support family 

units.  

 

In some countries, tool kits are 

created to help people organize 

celebrations aimed at a particular 

section of the population, such as 

school children or young adults. 

 

Public Life 

 

The International Day of Families 

is a global observance and not a 

public holiday. 

 

 

 

 



Background 

 

The year 1994 was proclaimed as 

the International Year of Families 

by the United Nations. This was a 

response to changing social and 

economic structures which have 

affected and still affect the 

structure and stability of family 

units in many regions of the 

globe.  

 

The International Day of Families, 

on May 15th, is an occasion to 

reflect on the work started during 

1994 and to celebrate the 

importance of families, people, 

societies and cultures around the 

world. It has been held every year 

since 1995. 

 

Symbols 

 

The symbol of the International 

Day of Families consists of a solid 

green circle with an image in red. 

The image consists of elements of 

simple drawings of a heart and a 

house. This indicates that families 

are the center of society and 

provide a stable and supporting 

home for people of all ages. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL OF THE 

AMERICAS 

 
 

46th Biennial 
Convention 

Update 
 
Dear Soroptimist, 

It is with a heavy heart that I report 
your SIA Board of Directors has 
discussed and decided for 
reasons outside of our control      
to cancel our 46th Biennial 
Convention in Bellevue, 
Washington, on July 22-25, 
2020. We will be terminating our 
contract for cause with the Hyatt 
Bellevue because of the global 
public health pandemic. 

For all of us, this opportunity to 
come together in person to 
celebrate our impact and plan for 
our future is a high point of 
membership in our global 
organization. But right now, with 
the coronavirus/COVID-19 still 
spreading, with international 
travel restrictions and limits on the 
number of people who can gather 
together, we know this is not the 
right time for our convention. At 
this time, we are focused on our 
families, our communities and the 
women and girls we can serve 
during this crisis. 

This decision in no way diminishes 
our desire to share information 
and excitement about our Dream 
Programs, our next Big Goal or 
our Diamond Campaign. It does 
not diminish our desire to 
celebrate the outstanding work of 
clubs and regions. It does not 
diminish our desire to thank our 
donors. And it does not diminish 
our desire to thank our out-going 
leaders nor pledge our support to 
those who are taking up new 
leadership roles. 

That is why, your Federation 
Board has decided to retain the 
club convention fee to cover the 
costs of terminating our 
convention and sharing the 
content in new and different ways. 

In addition, we will be exploring 
new ways to consider our 
proposed bylaws changes. While 
we know this is a difficult time for 
all of us financially, the 
convention fee allows us to share 
our on-going costs associated 
with activities related to 
convention. 

Finally, I would be remiss if I did 
not take this opportunity to thank 
Convention Chair Stephanie 
Smith and Co-Chair Sue Riney 
and their wonderful committee 
chairs: Colleen Schmidt, 
Program; Kathy King, General 
Session; Kelly Fogarty, 
Sponsorship; Leanne Davis, 
Marketing; Karen Marshall, 
Exhibitor; Ann Rutledge, Volunteer 
Coordinator; and Theresa Heidt-
Vanderschoot, Hospitality. 

I know I speak for all our 
members when I say thank you 
and express my regret that we will 
not be able to experience all the 
wonderful things you had planned 
for us.  

If you have any questions              
or concerns, please 
contact siahq@soroptimist.org. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Wei Kang Pan 
2019-2020 SIA President 

 

NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
The SI Riverside nominating 
committee (Michelle Paradise, 
Edith Gingerich and Karin 
Roberts) has presented the 



following slate of officers for our 
2020-21 Board of Directors.  
Please plan to attend our May 
business meeting when we will be 
voting on the slate of officers.  
 

  
 

President  
Edith Gingerich 

 

 
 

Vice President  
Melanie McKee 

 

 
 

Recording Secretary 
Lynn Scecina 

 
 

Corresponding 
Secretary   

JoAnn Moore 
 

 
 

Treasurer 
Debbie Ferraro 

 

 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Barbara Walling 

 
 
 

 
 

Senior Director 
Tillie Soliz 

 

 
 

Junior Director 
Vicki Hightower 

 

 
 

Senior Delegate 
Charlene Johnson 

 



 
 

Junior Delegate 
Debra Steinmiller 

 

PENCILS AND DREAMS 

TANZANIA, AFRICA 

 
 

Pencils and Dreams is an 

organization that raises funds to 

support validated schools that are 

making an exceptional long term 

positive impact on students, 

families and communities in 

Tanzania, Africa.  Through 

donated funds, they give 

Tanzanian children access to 

quality educational resources that 

enable them to preserve their 

culture and meet the challenges of 

their changing environments.   

 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside received a personal 

request for help from a member 

of the Pencils and Dreams team.  

They noted that students from the 

Orkeeswa School in Tanzania 

were sent home on March 16th 

and the school was closed by 

government order due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  Students 

were going home to families who 

already had trouble feeding 

everyone.  Before the school 

closed, students and staff ate their 

one meal a day at school.   

 

The Maasai market, normally 

held in the local area on 

Thursdays and Sundays has also 

closed and there are no other 

markets within walking distance, 

the main mode of transportation. 

This means that access to food 

has been cut off.   

Orkeeswa School has always 

believed in community-based 

education and in students 

building their leadership skills in 

order to serve their communities 

and meet their challenges.  What 

is happening right now in 

Tanzania shows that their 

approach is working.   

However, without local food 

sources, Pencils and Dreams has 

been forced to buy food and 

essential supplies in more distant 

markets for the over 300 students 

and staff members and have been 

distributing the food and supplies 

to the four villages served by the 

school.  

 

Since the mission of Soroptimist 

International is to provides 

women and girls with access to 

the education and training they 

need to achieve economic 

empowerment, we felt that we 

could further accomplish our 

mission internationally by helping 

the Pencils and Dreams 

organization.   

 

Knowing that we will be making a 

difference in the lives of the 300 

students attending the Orkeeswa 

School, Soroptimist International 

of Riverside donated $1,000 to 

help purchase food and essential 

supplies with the hope that when 

the coronavirus pandemic is over, 

the 300 students at the Orkeeswa 

School will once again be able to 

attend school and further their 

education. 

 
 

SALUTE TO SERVICE 

AWARDS 

 

 
 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic 

our Salute to Service Awards 

luncheon scheduled for April 28th 

had to be cancelled. SI Riverside 

will make sure that all of our 

honorees will receive their awards 



and/or scholarships before June 

30th.  In the meantime, we are 

proud to present these 

remarkable women and girls to 

you and we have included 

background information on each 

one of them that shows just how 

deserving they all are.     

 

 
 

 
 

The Live Your Dream Education & 
Training Award is Soroptimist’s 
major service project. The 
monetary award was established 
by Soroptimist International of the 
Americas in 1972 to assist women 
entering or re-entering the 
workforce in obtaining the 
education and skills training they 
need to improve their 
employment status.   
 
These awards are designed to 
give women heads of household, 
who provide the primary source of 
financial support for their families, 
the opportunity to achieve their 
career goals, an opportunity they 
have not previously had, whether 
because of economic or         
social barriers or personal 
circumstances.   
 
These awards are for women who 
are attending, or have been 
accepted to, a vocational/skills 
training program or an 
undergraduate degree program. 

 

 
 

LILIANA SOTELO 
 

1ST PLACE  

 $3,500 AWARD 
 

It is with great pride that we 
announce that Liliana has been 
chosen as a finalist for the Golden 
West Region Live Your Dream 
Education & Training Award 
which will give her the opportunity 
to receive a monetary award from 
the region in addition to the 
$3,500 that SI Riverside has 
awarded her.  Congratulations, 
Liliana! 

 

Liliana was brought to the United 

States as a child. She grew up 

witnessing her mother being 

physically abused and seeing her 

father become intoxicated on a 

daily basis.  

At the end of her high school 

education she became pregnant 

with her first child. She also had to 

defer her acceptance to UCLA due 

to her immigration status.  

However, she did not stop 

attending college and became 

accepted into the BSN program at 

CSUSB.  

During her first year as a nursing 

student, she became a single 

mother of two. She is currently 

struggling with her sole income 

and finding her own place to live. 

 
 

ANGELA PERRY 
 

2ND PLACE 

$2,500 AWARD 
 

Angela Perry has been an LVN for 

10 years.  Currently she works in 

metal health, working closely with 

those seeking medication 

stabilization after experiencing a 

mental health crisis.  She is a 

single mom to two beautiful little 

girls, ages 8 and 5.  

 

Juggling a new role of 

homeschooling two kids, working 

full time and finishing nursing 

pre-requisites during the COVID-

19 pandemic, she hopes to begin 

the BSN program in August at 

West Coast University.  

 

She has struggled with her own 

mental health and has found 

great solace in her work within the 

mental health field and hopes to 

further expand within the 

community upon completion of 

her degree.  

 

Angela stated, "I can't believe I 

was selected for this scholarship 

and I am so grateful for it. The 

Soroptimist club does amazing 

things and I am excited to take a 



small part in it.  Thank you so very 

much".  

 

 
 

 
 

The Student Volunteer Award, 
established in 2014, is a 
monetary award presented to 
high school girls who are making 
a difference through volunteer 
service.  Each year Soroptimist 
International of Riverside honors 
girls who donate their time and 
energy to causes that make the 
community and world a better 
place, such as working to end 
discrimination and poverty, 
assisting women and children 
who are victims of domestic 
violence or mentoring young girls. 

 

 
 

KAREN PATEL 
 

$1,667 AWARD 

My name is Karen Patel and I am 
a senior at Rubidoux High School. 
Some of the things I do are Cross 
Country and Track and Field. I 
participate in numerous clubs, like 
Mecha, Avid, National Honor 
Society, RCC Upward Bound, Link 
Crew and Student Council. 

Volunteering for my community 
taught me so many valuable 
lessons like leadership skills and 
building my character. First, I 
volunteered at the Student Youth 
Court program in JUSD, not 
knowing what it would be like. As 
days passed by, I noticed that 
community service led me to 
become a positive and stronger 
person. Then, I volunteered        in 
numerous places and 
organizations such as Feeding 
America, JUSD Christmas Drive 
and many more.  My goal is to 
major in political science and earn 
a Bachelor's degree from the 
University of California, Riverside. 
My ultimate goal is to become a 
lawyer. I want to help others 
because I see the struggle that 
people face when their opinions 
are not heard. I would like to help 
the students in my community    
and guide them to go to 
school/college. The scholarship 
money will help alleviate some of 
the burden of my tuition, books 
and fees. 

 

 
 

SAMANTHA RINCON 
 

$1,667 AWARD 
 

My name is Samantha Rincon and 

I am currently a senior at Notre 

Dame High School. While these 

past four years have been filled 

with academic and athletic 

commitments, community service 

has been of great importance      

to me. Involving myself with            

the Kiwanis International 

Organization, Riverside 

Community Hospital, Riverside 

Rape Crisis Center, as well as 

various school clubs has instilled 

a passion for helping and 

advocating for my community.  

I plan to increase this passion      

as I attend either California 

Polytechnic State University San 

Luis Obispo or Loyola Marymount 

University this upcoming fall as a 

Political Science major. As I plan 

to attend law school following my 

graduation in 2024, I believe 

advancing as a law student will 

allow me to continue to serve 

others in my community and 

advocate for those in need. Thank 

you! 

 
 

GRACE TIRADO 
 

$1,667 AWARD 
 

I’m currently a senior at Poly High 
School. I’m proud to be a part of 
the Varsity Lacrosse Team as well 
as the Science Olympiad Team. I 
have a strong passion for 



animals, my favorite color is 
yellow and I thoroughly enjoy 
putting my time toward 
volunteering.   

The latter I love to do as a part of 
Riverside’s Youth Grantmakers. In 
our monthly meetings hosted by 
the Inland Empire Community 
Foundation, student leaders from 
high schools across our city come 
together to discuss the most 
pressing issues our community is 
facing as well as which non-profit 
organizations to financially 
support. I'm on the Site Visits 
Committee, which means I visit 
various nonprofits to hear from 
the actual people behind the 
cause.  

As for my future, I’m planning on 
studying Bioengineering as my 
major and Psychology as my 
minor at UCR. I’ve always been a 
sucker for Biology and there are 
so many areas within it yet to be 
explored so why not try to learn 
something new that might help 
people down the line? I’m aiming 
to get a graduate degree so that 
later on I can either become a 
researcher, work at a major tech 
company or enter the medical 
field. 

 
  

 

 

The Gold Key Award, established 
in 1972, is Soroptimist 
International of Riverside’s most 
prestigious recognition.  The Gold 
Key Award is presented to an 
outstanding woman from the 
Riverside area who has given 
fifteen or more years of volunteer 
service to our community.   

 

The honoree receives a plaque 
and a gold key pin along with 
recognition from the city of 
Riverside and others.  

 

 
 

MARY FIGUEROA 
 

Mary Figueroa hails from 

Riverside, California, growing up 

on the East Side as a child of a 

single mother. She started 

volunteering in the Riverside 

community at the age of 16, 

devoting her life to service for 

others and for her community.  

She has faithfully served the 

community for over 40 years. A 

sampling of the many 

organizations she has helped 

include: Eastside Social Services 

Center Advisory Board, City of 

Riverside Human Relations 

Commission, Blueprint for 

Volunteer Diversity Planning 

Committee, LATINO Network, 

Greater Riverside Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce Board of 

Directors, Riverside Mayor's Use 

of Force Panel, Eastside Think 

Tank, American Association of 

University Women, LaVista 

Recovery & Wholeness Center for 

Women Board of Directors, and 

Victory Outreach Riverside Board 

of Directors.  

She has worked tirelessly to help 

young women and girls, believing 

that every young person, given an 

opportunity, will succeed. Some of 

her efforts to help women include 

her support of the Riverside Area 

Rape Crisis Center, volunteering 

as a Rape Crisis Counselor for 5 

years, receiving an award one 

year for logging in the most 

volunteer hours and serving on its 

Board of Directors, serving on    

the San Gorgonio Girl Scout 

Council Board of Directors and 

mentoring young women who are 

seeking a career in the law 

enforcement field at her high 

school alma mater as part of the 

North High School LAPS 

Academy.  

Mary has also been extremely 

involved in community college 

education. She was first elected to 

the Riverside Community College 

District Board of Trustees on 

November 7, 1995. Winning re-

election in 1999, 2004, 2008, 

2012 and 2016, she has held the 

position of President for six total 

terms as well as serving as past 

Vice-President and Secretary of 

the Board.  

In 2007 and 2016, Mary was 

elected to a statewide position on 

the California Community 

College Trustee Board, one of 21 

directors elected from 72 

statewide governing boards. She 

served a third term in 2017 as a 

member of the statewide board. 

In October of 2011 and 2014, 

she was elected one of 25 

national board members to        

the Association of Community 

College Trustees, representing 

over 6,500 trustees nationwide. 

 
 

  



The Dream It, Be It Scholarship 
(formerly the Live Your Dream 
Scholarship) was established in 
2014.  It is a monetary award 
given to a high school senior who 
attended our “Live Your Dream: 
Dream It, Be It” Conference in her 
AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) middle 
school year. 

 

 
 

SAMANTHA GUTIERREZ 
 

$2,000 AWARD 
 

I feel very fortunate to have had 

the opportunity to attend the “Live 

Your Dream” Conference which 

provided an inspiring experience 

and served a pivotal point in every 

aspect of my life. 

 

I noted in the spiral notebook that 

was given to me the six things 

Selena McKay-Davis, Senior 

Forensic Technician for the City of 

Riverside Police Department, said 

to live by which were the 

following:  Take challenging 

courses, do public speaking, love 

all people, have faith, have a 

purpose and be a leader. 

 

The second speaker who was 

memorable was Shelley Kennedy-

Smith, Chief Deputy of the 

Riverside County Sheriff’s 

Department.  In the fire and police 

session Shelly exclaimed, “The 

good decisions will make better 

things for tomorrow!” 

 

Today I look back at my previous 

high school years and realize that 

I have only ever lived by those six 

values and the quote from Shelley 

has allowed me to shape my life 

physically and academically to be 

not only successful but also very 

delightful and unforgettable. 

 

I am proud of where I am today 

and am exceedingly grateful to 

have had the opportunity to hear 

and learn from all of the guest 

speakers who attended the 

conference back in 2016. 

 

INSPIRE LIFE SKILLS 

TRAINING 

 

 
 

Inspire Life Skills Training 

provides supportive housing for 

former foster and homeless youth. 

The residents have a safe place to 

live as long as they are seeking an 

education whether at a technical 

school or at a college.  Inspire 

residents also receive life skills 

training such as learning how to 

budget or draft a resume. 

 

SI Riverside adopted the Luther 

House in Riverside in 2016 and 

has continued over the years to 

provide little extras to help the 

young ladies in their educational 

journey such as household 

supplies, hot meals, groceries, gift 

cards, holiday baskets and letters 

of encouragement.  

 

 
 

In April, Inspire Chair Jill Borth, 

her husband Tim, Deidra Kornfeld 

and Betty De Ando generously 

donated paper supplies, canned 

goods, cleaning supplies, bottled 

water and a yummy Easter dinner 

to the young women residing at 

the Inspire House in Riverside.   

 

Jill Borth, Chair 

 

FRIENDSHIP LINK 

SI ERLANGEN, GERMANY 

 

 
 

Dear SI sisters in Riverside: 

 

This email does not have a 

particular purpose.  Simply, as a 

representative for the SI 

Friendship Link between Erlangen 

and Riverside, I wanted to let you 

know that our thoughts are with 

you in these difficult times!  Also in 

Germany, the situation is not 

easy.  However, at least for now it 

seems your country is hit much 

more seriously by the pandemic.  

We sincerely hope that you, your 

families and your dear ones are 

doing well and that everybody is 

OK. 

 

At SI Erlangen, we want to help    

to inform about the local 

organizations that offer help in 



case of domestic violence.  Due to 

the regulations that everybody 

mainly has to stay home, the 

danger is that violence against 

women increases.  We currently 

compile a flyer/poster with the 

corresponding information. 

 

Best wishes and take care, 

 

Frauke Liers 

SI Erlangen 

 

ERLANGEN, GERMANY 

75 YEARS OF PEACE 

 

Riverside is a sister city to the city 
of Erlangen, Germany and also is 
home to SI Erlangen, a Friendship 
Link club with SI Riverside.  The 
mayor of Erlangen sent the 
following message. 

 

 
 

Dear friends in Riverside: 

 

75 years ago, on April 26,    

1945, Erlangen surrendered 

unconditionally and was liberated 

by American troops.  Since then 

we have been living in peace and 

friendship with the American 

people. 

 

 
 

From 1945 till 1991 the Ferris 

Barracks were located in our city.  

I am glad that former enemies are 

friends now and that we have so 

many friendship links between our 

cities.  The lesson learned is that 

even after such a terrible war 

people can make peace.   

 

I wish you all good health in this 

difficult time of the coronavirus 

crisis and look forward to 

continuing our exchange 

programs in Riverside and in 

Erlangen.  Stay safe and take 

care. 

 

With my best wishes,  

Erlangen Mayor Florian Janik 

 

SOLT 

Soroptimist Orientation 

and Leadership Training 

 

LAUREL SOCIETY 
 

 
The Laurel Society was established 
in 1994 to effectively show 
appreciation to donors for gifts 
that would ensure continued 
funding for Soroptimist programs.  
 

The Laurel Society pin was 
designed to include the laurel 
leaves from the Soroptimist 
emblem. The laurel leaves are 
symbolic of victory and typify 
friendship and success, much like 
committed Soroptimist members. 
The color of the stone changes as 
you move through the various 
Laurel Society levels of donations.  
 
How does someone become a 
member of the Laurel Society?  
Normally individuals making a 
personal contribution of $1,000 
or more to Soroptimist become 
members of the Laurel Society.  
An individual can also be honored 
with Laurel Society membership 
by her family, her club or her 
friends as recognition for 
exemplary service, leadership 
recognition and special life 
events. 

Since 1994, nearly 8,700 Laurel 
Society members have given over 
$14 million to help economically 
empower women and girls 
through our Dream Programs. 

 

LEVELS OF 

RECOGNITION: 
 

ATTACHE   

$1,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Sapphire 

 

ENVOY 

$2,500 Donation 

Stone Color - Ruby 

  

DIPLOMAT 

$5,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Diamond 

  

AMBASSADOR 

$10,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Pearl 

 

INNER CIRCLE  

$25,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Sapphire 

  

INNER CIRCLE 

$50,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Ruby 



INNER CIRCLE 

$75,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Diamond 

 

INNER CIRLCE 

$100,000 Donation 

Stone Color - Pearl 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
 

Linda Robertson 

May 2nd 

 

Melody 

Hendrickson 

May 6th 

 

Amy McKenzie 

May 14th 

 

Michelle Paradise 

May 29th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

Lauren Martineau 
5-14-2019 

 
Kacey Sutton 

5-14-2019 
 

MEMBER MOMENTS     

ON FACEBOOK 

 

 
 

 
 

Jill Borth posted: “I can’t wrap 
my mind around that today my 

boy Logan turns 16!  Happy 16th 
Birthday, Logan!  This definitely is 
not the birthday we had planned 
but we are going to make it the 

best day ever for him.  Logan, 
you are hilarious, smart, kind, 

handsome and athletic who has 
made this time in quarantine fun.  

Proud of the young man you 
have become.  Blessed beyond 
measure to have you as a son.  

Love you to the moon and back!” 
 

 
 

Pam Bradford posted: “WOW!  
Look at my car!  Hail is great 

entertainment during the 
quarantine!” 

 

 
 

Ellen Clizbe posted: “Surprise!  
Happy Birthday, Rob!” 

 

 
 

Jana Cook posted: “My first 
efforts at home sewn masks.  

Does anyone else think the solid 
green one looks like a diaper on 

my face?  I’m not saying my 
mouth hasn’t ever needed a 



diaper.  I just don’t want it to 
look like one.” 

 

 
 

Chris Deviny was tagged in a 
post by Sandi Carlson Evelyn-

Veere: “Thank you, Chris Deviny, 
for ordering one of my painted 
rocks and making a donation    

to the Mary S. Roberts Pet 
Adoption Center.” 

 

 
 

Jeanne Hatcher shared a photo 
posted by Cornbread & Cooter. 

 

 
 

Melody Hendrickson posted: 
“Grateful to have a pool during 

this heat.  The kiddos are    
having a blast.” 

 

 
 

Vicki Hightower posted:  
“Oatmeal cookies today.” 

 

 
 

Charlene Hildebrandt shared a 
memory from three years ago: 
“Such a beautiful day!  Having 
fun wine tasting and lunching 

and wine tasting.” 
 

 
 

Paula McCroskey posted: “Happy 
Siblings Day!  This photo of my 
sister, Luanne Rhodes, me and 
our late brother, Chuck Trussell 
(we were all Trussell’s then).  It 
was taken in 1958 on Easter 

Sunday on the front porch of our 
house in Sandersville, Georgia.” 

 

 
 

Melanie McKee posted: 
“Happy Easter!” 

 

 
 

Amy McKenzie posted: “We 
made a special delivery today – 
BBQ dinner from Chef Lenny to 
my Mom.  The kids haven’t seen 

her in over 2 weeks.  It was a 
nice visit from a safe distance 

because we love her so much!” 
 

 
 

Annamarie Megrdichian shared 
a post by the City of Spokane 

Police Department: “Huge thank 
you to Nothing Bundt Cakes for 



dropping off all these cakes for 
our law enforcement personnel 
today!  This is one of many local 
businesses that are helping the 

community during this       
difficult time.” 

 

 
 

Kathy Michalak posted: “Missing 
morning meetings with friends 
where we compare fun socks    

so here’s my latest pair to    
share with you all.” 

 

 
 

Michelle Paradise posted: 
“Sophia’s first car.  Everyone six 
feet apart and all negotiations 
and paperwork done online.” 

 

 
 

Janet Payton posted: “I should be 
in the gym but nowhere to go.   
So baked some cream puffs.” 

 
 

Kathleen Parra posted: “Social 
distancing on my Dad’s front 

porch.  Delivered some goodies.  
He decided not to shave also to 

help keep people away….ahhh.” 
 

 
 

Judy Pekarek shared an image 
posted by “Counselor and 
Professional Life Coach.” 

 

 
 

Karin Roberts updated her   
profile picture. 

 

 
 

Linda Robertson posted: “Throw 
Back Thursday: At a wedding     

in San Diego with family.  
Summer 1961.  I just turned     

12 years old.” 
 

 
 

Lynn Scecina posted: “I’m not 
stress baking, just baking.” 

 

 
 

Carol Allain Speer shared          
a photo posted by                  

“My Beautiful Garden.” 



 
 

Debi Sullivan shared a post by 
“Sacred Dreams.” 

 

 
 

Kacey Sutton posted: 
“Picnicking in the back yard.” 

 
 

 
 

Susan Wolf posted: 
“From our courtyard.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER MEMBER NEWS 

 

 
 

Judy Pekarek sent a note to the 

members of SI Riverside thanking 

them for the beautiful Raincross 

necklace that the club gave to her 

as a going away gift. 

 

 

Dear SIR Members: 
 

Thank you for the wonderful gift.  
It is so appreciated.  I will always 
remember VDA because of it.  
Thank you for all the wonderful 
heart felt memories I have of you.  
If ever in Illinois (don’t come in the 
winter – too cold) please call us 
and maybe we can meet up. 
 

All my love to all of you.  Keep 
safe. 
 

Judy 
 

 

 
 

INFORMATION 

 

 
 
 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL OF 

RIVERSIDE 
 

CLUB NUMBER 

114315 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

P. O. Box 1631 

Riverside CA 92502 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

siriverside@soroptimist.net 

 

WEBPAGE 

www.soroptimistriverside.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist Riverside CA 

 

INSTAGRAM 

soroptimistriverside 

 

LINKED IN 

www.linkedin.com/company/sor

optimist-international-of-riverside 

 

 

 

GOLDEN WEST REGION 
 

WEBPAGE 

www.goldenwestregion.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist International Golden 

West Region 

 

 
 

http://www.soroptimistriverside.org/


 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL OF THE 

AMERICAS INC. 
 

1709 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103 

 

WEBPAGE 

www.soroptimist.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas 

 
 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

8a Romsey Terrace 

Cambridge, CB1 3NH 

United Kingdom  

 

WEBPAGE 

7www.soroptimistinternational.org 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

 

 
 

I pledge allegiance to 
Soroptimist and to  

The ideals for which 
 it stands: 

The Sincerity of 
Friendship, 

The Joy of Achievement, 

The Dignity of Service, 
The Integrity of 

Profession, 
The Love of Country. 
I will put forth my 
greatest effort to 

promote, uphold, and 
defend these ideals, for 

a larger fellowship 
 in home, in society,  

in business, for country  
and for God. 

 

RIVERSIDELINES 

 

 

 
 

 
 

EDITOR 

Pam Bradford 

 

DEADLINE 

Submit articles and photos  

by the 25th of each  

month to Pam at: 

pambradford@pamsemail.net 

 

 
 
 
 

PANDEMIC FUN 

 

 
 

Half of us are going to 

come out of this 

quarantine as amazing 

cooks.  The other half will 

come out with a drinking 

problem. 

 

New for Christmas 2020 

“Quarantine Barbie” 

 
 

I used to spin that toilet 

paper like I was on Wheel 

of Fortune.  Now I turn 

it like I’m cracking a 

safe. 

 

I need to practice social 

distancing from the 

refrigerator. 

 

http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
mailto:ggr41797@msn.com


 
 

Every few days try your 

jeans on just to make 

sure they still fit.  

Pajamas will have you 

believing all is well in   

the kingdom. 

 

Homeschooling is going 

Well.  Two students 

suspended for fighting 

and one teacher fired for 

drinking on the job. 

 

 
 

I don’t think anyone 

expected that when we 

changed the clocks, we’d 

go from Standard Time 

to Twilight Zone. 

 

This morning I saw a 

neighbor talking to her 

cat.  It was obvious she 

thought her cat 

understood her.  I came 

into my house and told my 

dog.  We laughed a lot. 

 

 
 

So, after this quarantine 

will the producers of “My 

600 Pound Life” just find 

me or do I find them? 

 

Quarantine Day 5: 

Went to this restaurant 

called “THE KITCHEN.”  

You have to gather all of 

the ingredients and make 

your own meal.  I have no 

clue how this place is still 

in business. 

 

 
 

I’m so excited.  It’s time 

to take out the garbage.  

What should I wear? 

 

Day 6 of Homeschooling: 

My child just said, “I 

hope I don’t have the 

same teacher next year.”  

I’m offended. 

 

 
 

Your mission, should you 

choose to accept, is to 

find a roll of toilet paper. 

This message will self 

flush in 5 seconds. 

 

 
 


