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SOROPTIMIST
CORE VALUES
Soroptimist International of the
Americas is committed to:
•

GENDER EQUALITY:
Women and girls live free
from discrimination.

SOROPTIMIST
VISION

•

EMPOWERMENT: Women
and girls are free to act in
their own best interest.

Women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and
live their dreams.

•

EDUCATION: Women and
girls deserve to lead full and
productive lives through
access to education.

•

DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:
Women from varied
backgrounds and
perspectives work together
to improve the lives of
women and girls.

SOROPTIMIST
MISSION
Soroptimist is a global volunteer
organization that provides
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to achieve economic
empowerment.
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“INVESTING
IN DREAMS”
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Increase Funds Raised
Through Communicating
Impact
Corporate fundraising is an
important area to master for
program health. Our club does
well, but there is always room for
improvement.
Hopefully our
members will be motivated to
make corporate fundraising a
larger part of our fundraising
activities.
We all know a “warm” contact vs
a “cold call” is not only easier to
approach but more likely to
donate funds. Some way to find
“warm” contacts include:
1.

An introduction or known
contact.

2.

Prepare the contact via
mailing and calls before
setting an appointment.

These steps will let you know if the
contact understands what we do

and if he or she is passionate
about our mission.
“Stories” of successfully women
whom we have helped are the
best icebreakers as well as help
educate people as to the what,
why and how of empowering
women and girls.
A story
presented clearly, concisely and
completely can educate the
community on the impact of our
great works. Stories add passion
to your presentation. Speak of
our Live Your Dream and Dream
It Be It programs among the
individual awards we give.
Some term changes in our
vocabulary can also change our
perspective:
CURRENT

NEW

Charity

Philanthropy

Campaigns

Funding
Initiatives

Features/Benefits

Opportunities

Inform

Involve

Ask for money

Present the
Opportunity

Not for profit

For Impact

Stress that we do great work! And
we “change peoples’ lives” when
presenting the opportunity to be a
part of our mission through
funding. Mention that both the
funder and their employees will
be proud to see their impact on
our web page, our Facebook
page and other social media
when we mention their generous
donation.
Also mention how
many girls and women we
currently impact with our great
works (Live Your Dream, Dream It
Be It and individual awards) and
potentially how many more we
can impact with their partnership.
Partnering with another member
in the club can be helpful
providing an opportunity to
practice your presentation, how to

ask for funding and how to
respond to a “no” or “not right
now” answer.
End your presentation meeting
(whether or not you are successful
in getting a donation promise
right then) by asking if there is
someone
else
they
could
introduce you to who may be
sympathetic to our mission and
leave printed material (brochures,
a success story of one of our
recipients, etc.) to follow up on
later.
On the Soroptimist
International of the Americas
website (soroptimist.org) there are
several printouts you can use:
Live
Your
Dram
Award
Extraordinary Stories, Live Your
Dream
Award
Impact
Infographics, Education and
Poverty Infographics, Dream It Be
It Infographics and SIA Big Goal.
My hope is that we can expand
our corporate sponsors in coming
months. Think of a company or
person you know who may be
sympathetic or even passionate
about our mission. You never
know until you ask! Plan to make
contact with them and meet with
them. Ask another club member
to partner with you. Each of us
can make a huge impact if we
only meet with one potential
partner in coming months.
Edith Gingerich
2020-21 SIR President
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BOARD MEETING

12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, Mary’s Kitchen,
4845 Brockton Avenue,
Riverside
ZOOM MEETING

12 INTERNATIONAL YOUTH

21 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

11 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside
ZOOM MEETING

22 PROGRAM MEETING
12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside
ZOOM MEETING

DAY

19 WORLD HUMANITARIAN

DAY

25 PROGRAM MEETING
12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside
ZOOM MEETING
25 GOLDEN WEST REGION

VIRTUAL OFFICERS
TRAINING

District 1 Officers
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
26 NATIONAL WOMEN’S

EQUALITY DAY

SEPTEMBER 2020

1

BOARD MEETING

5

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CHARITY

12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, Mary’s Kitchen,
4845 Brockton Avenue,
Riverside
ZOOM MEETING

8

BUSINESS MEETING

8

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY
DAY

12:00 PM
First United Methodist
Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside
ZOOM MEETING

PEACE

JULY 30, 2020
WORLD DAY AGAINST
TRAFFICKING PERSONS

DATES TO REMEMBER

October 1-3, 2021

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION
100TH ANNIVERSARY
San Francisco, California
October 16-17, 2020

GOLDEN WEST REGION
DISTRICT 1 FALL MEETING
Chino Valley, California

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside, a club in District 1 of the
Golden
West
Region
of
Soroptimist International of the
Americas, meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month in the
Koinonia Room at the First United
Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside, from noon until
approximately 1:15 PM.
Please arrive a little early so that
we may begin promptly at noon.
The 2nd Tuesday is a Business
Meeting and the 4th Tuesday is a
Program Meeting. Lunches are
approximately $16/each and can
be paid on a yearly, quarterly or
per meeting basis. For questions,
please contact the SI Riverside
Assistant Treasurer.

“COMMITED TO
THE CAUSE WORKING ON THE
FRONTLINE TO
END HUMAN
TRAFFICKING"
The 2020 theme for the World
Day Against Trafficking in Persons
will focus on the first responders
to human trafficking. These are
the people who work in different
sectors identifying, supporting,
counselling and seeking justice for
victims
of
trafficking
and
challenging the impunity of the
traffickers.
During the COVID-19 crisis, the
essential role of first responders
has
become
even
more
important. Particularly as the
restrictions imposed by the
pandemic have made their work
even more difficult. Still, their
contribution is often overlooked
and unrecognized.
Through
stories
from
first
responders
describing
their
practical work in assisting human
trafficking victims, the United
Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime intends to spotlight their
contribution and that of their
function, institution, organization,
team or community and its impact
on fighting trafficking.

How you can get involved:
•

Highlight the work of first
responders in your country,
community or organization.

•

Share, like and comment on
the social media messages
for the World Day,

•

Donate to the United Nations
Voluntary Trust Fund for
Victims of Human Trafficking
which
provides
on-theground
assistance
and
protection to victims of
trafficking.

organization gave examples of how
to engage younger members. A
panel of four women from four
different countries spoke on how to
embrace the "NextGen" (next
generation) Soroptimist members.

Able to access healthcare.

Less likely to live in poverty.

Soroptimist clubs needs to engage
millennials by having a flexible
and creative environment and by
having
more
experienced
Soroptimist members mentor
them.

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE
AMERICAS

Able to raise stronger
healthier families.
Our focus is on education
because educated women
and girls are:

There were 500 Soroptimists from
all over the world joining in the
meeting. The moderator took a
poll of the women and asked how
many millennials were in their
Soroptimist clubs. The results
came back that only 25% of
members
come
from
the
millennial
generation.
That
means that only two or three
younger members in each club.

From Soroptimist International of
the Americas Webpage:
soroptimist.org

JULY 22-24, 2020
SIA 44th CONVENTION

An
example
is
engaging
millennials in technology such as
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn
and other technology platforms.
The most vital example of how to
engage a "NextGen" Soroptimist
member is to communicate with
the younger members about the
vision and mission on where the
club is going in the future.
Melanie McKee
Vice-President

AUGUST 11, 2020
SALUTE TO SERVICE
BRUNCH

Less vulnerable to sex
traffickers.

More likely to leave a
domestic violence situation
and not return.

On Thursday, July 23, 2020, I
attended a Zoom conference during
Soroptimist International of the
America's 44th annual convention
entitled: "NextGen Voices: A
Younger
Soroptimists
Panel
Discussion."
Clubs

across

our

Soroptimist

Because of the surge in new
coronavirus cases in Riverside
County, many of our club
members could not attend the

Salute to Service brunch in Paula
McCroskey’s beautiful back yard
due to either still being in
quarantine or not wanting to take
the risk.
All Salute to Service events are
self-funding which means the
amount we charge attendees
needs to cover all of the expenses
for the venue, food, decor,
programs, the Gold Key Plaque
and award certificate frames. We
also comp meals for our winners
and 1 guest each. With so few
members attending and so many
comps, even with lower costs by
not using a public venue, we just
could not pull off this event
financially. Unfortunately, that
left us with only one option. We
had to cancel our Salute to Service
Awards brunch.
We have already delivered the
monetary awards to our winners
earlier in the year using masks
and social distancing along with
highlighting photos of the winners
on our website, Facebook page
and in our newsletter. The only
winner who hasn't received her
award is Mary Figueroa, our Gold
Key Award winner. Mary has
underlying health conditions so
she had already told us that it
would not be safe for her to attend
the event so we will be making
arrangements to get Mary's Gold
Key Award to her.
Additionally, since the program
for the awards ceremony was
already formatted but not yet
printed, we will go ahead and
print copies for each of the
winners so they can have a
memento of the event and see
how honored we were to present
our awards and scholarships to
such deserving women.
This is definitely a new world for
non-profits and we are learning
day by day how to be proactive
Soroptimists so we can continue to
get our important work done but
just in a different way. Thank you
to all of the members who worked
so diligently on Paula McCroskey's

Salute to Service committee in
choosing amazing women to
receive
our
awards
and
scholarships. But, unfortunately,
just like our Live Your Dream:
Dream It Be It Conference, the
coronavirus has caused us to
cancel another event.

AUGUST 25, 2020
VIRTUAL TRAINING FOR
OFFICERS

Of course, we will now look
forward to the next winners and
hope that in April 2021, the virus
will be contained enough for us to
hold a large public event to honor
those amazing women just like we
have always done in the past.
The Golden West Region board
has voted to cancel the
Leadership
Training
Retreat
scheduled for September 25th
and 26th due to the closure of the
venue and the restrictions of
gatherings in the state of
California.
However, the region is putting
together “virtual training” for all
club officers.
District 1 club
officers training is scheduled for
August 25th from 7:00 PM to
8:30 PM.

2020 AWARD WINNERS

Further details will be coming
from Governor Laurie on how to
sign up and log in.

GOLD KEY AWARD
Mary Figueroa
(Top Left)

INSPIRE LIFE SKILLS
TRAINING

DREAM IT, BE IT
SCHOLARSHIP
Samantha Gutierrez
(Top Right)
STUDENT VOLUNTEER
AWARD
Karen Patel, Grace Tirado
and Samantha Rincon
(Middle Row Left to Right):
LIVE YOUR DREAM
EDUCATION & TRAINING
AWARD
Liliana Sotelo and
Angela Perry
(Bottom Row Left to Right):

Most of you know that I've taken
on the job of chairperson for
coordinating what we do to help
support the young women living
at Inspire House. Have you signed
up to provide one of the monthly
dinners, birthday gifts for one of
the young women, things for a
holiday or general household

items such as paper goods,
cleaning supplies, food staples or
fresh fruit?

JoAnn is waiting to hear back
from her.
"THANK YOU" to Debbie Ferraro
and JoAnn Moore for your
generosity.

As SI Riverside members sign up,
I will send out an updated sign-up
sheet to all members. There are
still a few opportunities open. The
young women residing at Inspire
House are very appreciative of all
that we do for them. If you're
hesitant to personally deliver
anything because of COVID-19,
contact me and I'll come get what
you have and deliver it to them.

Linda Robertson
Inspire House Chair

SOLT
Soroptimist Orientation
and Leadership Training

At the end of June, Debbie
Ferraro provided dinner from one
of their favorite places, Chipotle
Mexican Grill. Coordinating with
Resident Assistant Briana, each
girl picked out what they wanted
for dinner, burritos and bowls.
Briana placed the order and the
restaurant delivered the meals.

MISSION
JoAnn Moore signed up for
Briana's birthday on July 20th.
Earlier that week JoAnn spoke
with Briana asking what was her
favorite color, cake flavor, takeout
food and store to shop. She met
with Briana, giving her a small
grey backpack with gift cards to
Jack-in-the-Box and Target inside
and a chocolate cake.
Briana shyly thanked JoAnn but
was hesitant about a picture.
However, JoAnn was able to take
a photo of her holding the gifts,
from the neck down.

There were two birthdays in July.
For Jaylah's birthday on July 7th, I
provided a gift bag that included
some personal items and a
bracelet along with a gift card
from Amazon. I wasn't able to
coordinate a time when Jaylah
would be home to give the gift to
her personally so I left it with
Briana to give to her.

Members experience joy and a
sense of accomplishment by
working with other like-minded
women on global programs that
provide women and girls with
access to the education and
training they need to achieve
economic empowerment.

CONNECTION
Members grow professionally
and personally through their
friendships with other club
members,
connections
with
women from different cultures
and countries and opportunities
for leadership development.

ASSISTANCE
JoAnn also signed up to provide a
dinner for the young women.
When talking with RA Briana, they
discussed doing breakfast instead
of dinner "just to mix it up" and

Members receive assistance and
resources from SIA headquarters
enabling them to enjoy a
meaningful
club
experience
knowing they are part of a secure
organization invested in the
future.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Carolyn Kegarice – 8th
Debbie Ferraro – 13th
Paula McCroskey – 13th
Charlene Johnson – 15th

Jana Cook was tagged in a post
by Cory Leone Johnson.

AUGUST
CLUB MEMBERSHIP
ANNIVERSARIES

Chris Deviny
8-12-2003

Pam Bradford posted: "Because
I'm in quarantine, my son Jeremy
and daughter-in-law Jenn
dressed my 7 year old grandson
Braden in a plastic hazmat suit,
goggles and rubber gloves (plus
a mask that was hanging off one
of his ears) so I could give him a
great big hug at my socially
distanced 69th birthday
celebration! I couldn't stop
laughing but I got that hug!"

Susan Exon posted a Life Event:
"After 21 years at the University
of La Verne College of Law, I
have retired and have been
granted emeritus status. I will
miss my students the most."

Michelle Paradise
8-9-2013
MEMBER MOMENTS
ON FACEBOOK

Ellen Clizbe was tagged in a post
by Kari Clizbe Haloviak: "Happy
birthday to the youngest 78 year
old I know! When I grow up, I
wanna be just like you. Happy
birthday to the best dad ever.
I love you!"

Jeanne Hatcher posted:
"Six years with this guy!"

Charlene Hildebrandt posted:
"Another fun family weekend at
the beach in the books!"

Annamarie Megrdichain posted:
"Happy, happy birthday to my
partner in crime and cake, Misty
La Force. Could not ask for a
better partner and friend. 2020
has whooped us up and down
but we held it together and keep
moving forward. Have a
fabulous day and we will
celebrate in person soon."

Paula McCroskey shared a
memory from four years ago:
"Love Girls Night Out with the
Exchange Club Ladies. My very
first painting, other than painting
a wall or paint by numbers!"

Michelle Paradise posted: "Beach
rental at Newport Beach Pier."

Kathleen Parra posted: "New
baby is here. Her name is Miss
Charlotte."

Kathy Michalak posted: "So
humbled by this amazing honor.
Thanks Riverside Living
Magazine. Norm Pelzer,
you rock!"

Melanie McKee shared an image
posted by Macarena, Your
Pampered Chef Consultant.

Janet Payton posted: "Meet
Buddy our new rescue dog.
Buddy is thirteen and was
surrendered to a shelter.

The So Cal GSP rescued him
from the shelter. We brought
him home Sunday and he is here
to stay. He is a very sweet boy."

Share This. "When your
gardener is an artist."

Susan Wolf shared a photo from
her beach trip in 2010. It was
her most liked photo on
Facebook in 2010.

OTHER MEMBER NEWS

Honoray Member Judy Pekarek
shared: "Birthday Greetings from
my son Eric and daughter-in-law
Dacia and my grandchildren
Rachel and Matthew. What a
surprise when I opened the box."

Lynn Scecina posted: "We said
goodbye to our precious 17 year
old cat Lincoln yesterday. He
was such a great, mellow friend.
We will miss our lap sitting, pool
drinking alarm cat, who was
always ready for food and
adventure and was known to
stand up to the coyotes."

I received an e-mail from
Honorary Member Judy Pekarek
that was full of details about what
her life is like now that she and
Dave have retired to Pittsfield,
Illinois. I asked her if I could share
the e-mail with the club and she
said yes so here is Judy’s update.
Editor Pam

Linda Robertson posted:
"Thought this was too good
to not share."

Kacey Sutton-Davidson was
tagged in a post by Erica Lynne.
"Happy Fourth of July!"

Carol Allain Speer shared a
photo posted by Why Don't You

Good morning! I know this is
about a week late, but we were
busy - doing nothing. I know that
sounds strange, but life is so
different
here
than
in
Riverside. We don't have to get up
in the morning, so we take our
time, then it's lunch or breakfast,
then before I know it, it is
suppertime and then bed time. I
don't quite know how to explain it
but time really flies and we don't
really do anything.
My cousin and his wife live about
45 minutes from us and we
usually go to the nearest big(?)
town which is about 45 minutes

away about every other week. We
go to lunch and then to a super
Walmart or Sam's Club or some
other little shop and then come
home. We are gone for about 45 hours but it seems like a long
trip especially when you spend
over an hour and a half in the car
just traveling.

has to continue
meetings.

with

Zoom

We are off to a town yard sale.
Not too sure how that works but
sounds interesting.
Miss you!

We usually go for rides on Sunday
afternoon after church to some of
the smaller towns in the area. It is
really sad to see how there are no
businesses there anymore. Most
of the towns are empty with only
possibly a bank, a restaurant and
a gas station doing any
business. I close my eyes and try
to imagine how busy they used to
be back in the 40's and 50's when
it would have been the highlight
of every one’s week to go to town
on Friday or Saturday night.
Karen, our real estate lady, had
an estate sale about a week or so
before our house sold in
California. She collects stuff from
other houses that she has on the
market, just stuff that was either
left behind or things that the
people no longer wanted and
selects a home to have estate
sales in. Because our house was
in Canyon Crest, she chose our
house for the sale. Our neighbors
there took pictures of the lines of
people waiting to go inside and
look through everything. A lot of
stuff was sold but it wasn't all
ours. The house sold almost
immediately so we are officially
down to one house in Riverside
which our son Eric is living in.
Our grandkids are doing great.
Rachel has her career dream
fulfilled as a dental assistant and
is now working in Riverside.
Matthew is a supervisor at a
factory that makes windows and
doors in Corona.
I am glad that SI Riverside is
hanging in there and hopefully
within this year it will be stronger
than ever. Sorry that you lost so
many members. It will be an
interesting year if President Edith

Our thoughts and prayers are
with Paula McCroskey on the
recent loss of her dear sister
Melissa.
Paula’s words from
Facebook:

Congratulations
to
Debbie
Ferraro on the birth of her first
granddaughter Stella Capri on
July 20th. In Debbie’s own words:

“I am bursting with love and
excitement
for
this
new
chapter/adventure of being a
grandma!”

“It is with overwhelming sadness
that I let you know that yesterday,
Luanne Rhodes and I lost our
deeply loved baby sister, Melissa
Strickland. We were blessed to
have this sweet soul, who loved
everyone unconditionally, in our
lives for 54 years. Our hearts are
broken. Melissa will live on in the
hearts of all who knew her. She
loved life, her family, her friends,
her church and most of all, her
adored husband of 17 years,
Mack Strickland.”
The members of SI Riverside send
our love to Paula at this very
difficult time.

Debbie with her husband Jim. He is
holding Stella Capri

UPDATE ON TILLIE SOLIZ
Tillie is doing well and slowly
recuperating following surgery to

reset the broken arm that she
suffered in a fall. She will soon
get her cast off and be able to
start physical therapy that will
eventually make her as good as
new. We wish her well and can’t
wait until she is able to join us
again at meetings.

GOLDEN WEST REGION
WEBPAGE
www.goldenwestregion.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International Golden
West Region

INFORMATION
SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE
AMERICAS INC.
1709 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimist.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International of the
Americas

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF
RIVERSIDE

RIVERSIDELINES

CLUB NUMBER
114315

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL

MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. Box 1631
Riverside CA 92502
EMAIL ADDRESS:
siriverside@soroptimist.net
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistriverside.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist Riverside CA
INSTAGRAM
soroptimistriverside
LINKED IN
www.linkedin.com/company/sor
optimist-international-of-riverside

I pledge allegiance to
Soroptimist and to
The ideals for which
it stands:
The Sincerity of Friendship,
The Joy of Achievement,
The Dignity of Service,
The Integrity of Profession,
The Love of Country.
I will put forth my greatest
effort to promote, uphold,
and defend these ideals,
for a larger fellowship
in home, in society,
in business, for country
and for God.

8a Romsey Terrace
Cambridge, CB1 3NH
United Kingdom
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WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistinternational.org

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE
EDITOR
Pam Bradford
DEADLINE
Submit articles and photos
by the 25th of each
month to Pam at:
pambradford@pamsemail.net

EDUCATION IS OUR
FOCUS

