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SOROPTIMIST
CORE VALUES
Soroptimist International of the
Americas is committed to:
•

SOROPTIMIST
VISION
Women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and
live their dreams.

SOROPTIMIST
MISSION
Soroptimist is a global volunteer
organization that provides
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to achieve economic
empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST
TAG LINE

“INVESTING
IN DREAMS”

•

•

•

GENDER EQUALITY:
Women and girls live free
from discrimination.
EMPOWERMENT: Women
and girls are free to act in
their own best interest.
EDUCATION: Women and
girls deserve to lead full and
productive lives through
access to education.
DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:
Women from varied
backgrounds and
perspectives work together
to improve the lives of
women and girls.
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2020-22 SIR President

2021-22 Strategic Planning Meeting

As we begin our new year, three
new members were inducted at
our Strategic Planning meeting:
Martha Schmidt, Jennifer De
Salvatore and Jeanette Lane.
Welcome!
Our
service
projects
and
programs were reconfirmed,
committees were formed and
chairwomen stepped up or
offered to continue with their
respective projects. We heard
reports from every chairwoman
on last year’s successes and
struggles as we moved out of
Covid and into a new year.
Plans were discussed for the
upcoming events, projects and
programs for the 2021-2022 club
year. A new service program was
discussed, "Mini Dream It Be It
Programs" for high school
students and a committee formed
with Barbara Walling chairing
with the help of Ellen Clizbe. A
new committee, “Mentoring” was

formed with Martha Schmidt, one
of our newest members, as
chairperson. I’m sure she can use
some help figuring out what we
can do and how we might
continue to mentor the girls and
women we serve.
Reports on ongoing programs
and projects included the History
Walk with chair Susan Exon.
Salute to Service chair Paula
McCroskey reported on the
luncheon on August 10th and will
continue to chair the Live Your
Dream Education and Training
Award along with Student
Volunteer Award chair Charlene
Johnson, Gold Key Award chair
Susan Exon, Dream It Be It
Scholarship chair Chris Deviny
and Raincross Service Award
chair Ellen Clizbe.
Michelle Paradise will once again
chair our Live Your Dream:
Dream It, Be It conference, our
biggest service project of the year.
Michelle and her committee
deserve extra recognition for
tailoring and very successfully
carrying out the conference
virtually last year.
The
Arlington
Temporary
Assistance Backpack project will
be chaired by Melanie McKee,
“HelpHers” and Habitat for
Humanity will be chaired by Kathy
Michalek
and
International
Goodwill and Understanding will
be co-chaired by Karin Roberts
and Lynn Scecina.
All these chairwomen and their
committees work every year to
make each program and project
a success all while keeping the
Soroptimist mission and vision in
mind. Many thanks to all of the
dedicated and hard working
women
of
Soroptimist
International of Riverside. Keep
up the great work you do for
women and girls!

In the fundraising area our
signature event, the Valentine
Desert Auction and our Virtual
Fundraiser will again be chaired
by JoAnn Moore. She and her
committee deserve extra kudos for
very successfully designing and
carrying out a Virtual Auction
among other fundraising efforts
this past year.
Special fundraising projects will
include SCRIP, managed by
Carolyn Kegarice and our
Restaurant Fundraiser, facilitated
by Ellen Clizbe.
Other fundraising programs were
discussed including Local and
Corporate Business Partnering as
well as a new committee formed
to work on Grant Writing as a
fundraising tool. Amazon Smile
remains a fundraiser for the club,
so if you have not done so, sign
up on your Amazon shopping site.
There is no cost to you and you
still keep all the benefits of your
Prime membership.
Last but never least, the
Membership Committee will be
chaired again by Lynn Scecina.
Lynn has done a great job for
several years but membership has
never been more important than
ever. Going forward this year
with several long time members
retiring and moving out of the
area, we need everyone to help
Lynn in recruiting new members.
If you are a member of SI
Riverside and have not yet found
your passion, I invite you to speak
with these chairwomen about the
club's many projects. Find your
passion and put your unique
talents to work!
Edith Gingerich
2020-22 SIR President

AUGUST 2021
CALENDAR

28 PROGRAM MEETING
12:00 PM, First United
Methodist Church, Koinonia
Meeting Room, 4845
Brockton Ave, Riverside

DATES TO REMEMBER

3

BOARD MEETING

Lunches
are
approximately
$14/each and can be paid on a
yearly, quarterly or per meeting
basis.
For questions, please
contact the SI Riverside Assistant
Treasurer.

AUGUST 26, 2021
NATIONAL WOMEN'S
EQUALITY DAY

12:00 PM on Zoom

6-7 GOLDEN WEST REGION

VIRTUAL LEADERSHIP
TRAINING RETREAT

10 SALUTE TO SERVICE

AWARDS LUNCHEON

12:00 PM at Victoria Club

October 1-3, 2021

12 INTERNATIONAL YOUTH

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
VIRTUAL 100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

19 WORLD HUMANITARIAN

October 8-9, 2021

DAY
DAY

24 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, First United
Methodist Church, Koinonia
Meeting Room, 4845
Brockton Ave, Riverside

GOLDEN WEST REGION
ALL DISTRICTS FALL MEETING
AND 100 YEAR CELEBRATION
July 20-23, 2022
SIA 47TH BIENNIAL
CONVENTION
Seoul, Korea

26 NATIONAL WOMEN'S

EQUALITY DAY

SEPTEMBER 2021
CALENDAR
5

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CHARITY

7

BOARD MEETING

12:00 PM on Zoom
8

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY
DAY

14 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, First United
Methodist Church, Koinonia
Meeting Room, 4845
Brockton Ave, Riverside
21 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

PEACE

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside, a club in District 1 of the
Golden
West
Region
of
Soroptimist International of the
Americas, meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month in the
Koinonia Room at the First United
Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside, from noon
until approximately 1:15 PM.
Please arrive a little early so that
we may begin promptly at noon.
The 2nd Tuesday is a Business
Meeting and the 4th Tuesday is a
Program Meeting.

In an attempt to commemorate
women gaining the right to vote,
Congress declared August 26th to
be Women's Equality Day.
Although not an official holiday,
the United States has marked
Women's Equality Day each year
since 1971.
According to the National
Women's History Alliance, Rep.
Bella
Abzug
spearheaded
legislation in 1971 that would see
Congress designate August 26th
as Women's Equality Day to
commemorate the 1920 adoption
of
the
19th
Amendment.
Although the 19th Amendment
was first introduced in 1878, it
was not added to the Constitution
until August 18, 1920, a full 42
years after its initial introduction.
According to the Constitution
Center, it was later made an
official part of the Constitution on
August 26th when then U.S.
Secretary of State Bainbridge
Colby signed a proclamation
certifying the amendment. This
date of certification is the
date Women's Equality Day
commemorates.

According to the National
Women's History Project, "The
observance of Women’s Equality
Day not only commemorates the
passage of the 19th Amendment
but also calls attention to women's
continuing efforts toward full
equality."
The same year Women's Equality
Day was officially recognized by
Congress.
On August 26th,
50,000 women marched in New
York City for the Women's Strike
For Equality March. The march
was the brainchild of Betty
Friedan, according to TIME, who
wanted to show the American
media the power of second-wave
feminism.
Women couldn't vote until the
19th Amendment was passed but
nothing technically prevented
them from running for office. So,
as noted by Heavy, they did. Her
Hat Was In The Ring, a database
by Dr. Wendy E. Chmielewski, Dr.
Jill Norgren and Dr. Kristen
Gwinn-Becker, calculated the
number of women who ran for
political office before 1920.
The results? According to Heavy,
3,586 women ran in 4,927
campaigns before women got the
right to vote.

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL

EMPLOYED WOMEN,
EMPOWERED WOMEN:

THE MENTARI SEWING
STUDIO IN KUALA
LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
It has been agreed upon by
development
planners
that
unemployment
and
under
employment lie at the core of
poverty and especially amongst
the poor, labor is the only asset
the poor can leverage to improve
their well being. Central to
Agenda 2030 is the goal of lifting
people out of poverty. It is an
established fact that a crucial way
of achieving this goal is through
skills training and employment.
There is rich evidence that
women’s lives improve when they
work. The benefits they reap from
waged work are boundless.
Having a job increases their
financial prowess, they become
more informed individuals and
their children stand to be better
off. In a nutshell, ensuring that
women have access to decent
work is key to their empowerment,
having far-reaching gains for
women across different arenas.
Worldwide women’s employment
rate is 50 percent compared to 77
percent for men. The quality of
jobs for women has been vastly
different from men’s with women
dominating the less prestigious,
low paid work. But the tables
are turned when the work
women undertake is valued
appropriately.
The birth of the Mentari Sewing
Studio exemplifies this very point.
Established in July 2020, the
Studio is a joint collaboration
across three entities: Soroptimist
international Damansara (SID),
Persatuan Kebajikan Kasih (PKK),
and Sister Stella Michael of Desa
Mentari. It was in the months prior
to that which saw COVID-19 hit
Malaysia and businesses were
folding up, leaving many to lose
their jobs as the Movement

Control Order (MCO) came into
effect and the entire country
plunged into lockdown. The
setting up of the Studio was a
blessing to a small group of local
women from Desa Mentari who
were struggling to make ends
meet and it was through the
Studio that these women received
sewing skills.

The Mentari Sewing Studio team at
work with Sister Stella.

An urban poor area on the fringe
of Kuala Lumpur, Desa Mentari
has a population of 35,000
residents, residing in thirteen
blocks of eighteen floors totaling
6,290 units. The majority of the
Desa Mentari residents are
unemployed or are struggling
with low levels of income. For this
community,
the
COVID-19
pandemic was devastating since
they fell into the lowest income
quintile, and as a result these
families slipped further into
poverty. In fact, the project was set
up at a time when the men had
lost their regular sources of
income and there were no jobs to
enable them to sustain themselves
and their families.
But the community was not
unknown to SID members. Since
2010, SID has been supporting
Sister Stella Michael who had set
up a learning center in the
community to provide education

assistance to a group of students
living in the area, and thus the
needs of the community have
been known to the club for some
time. It was also the SID club that
acted as coordinator and sourced
for seamstresses from the mothers
of the students from the learning
center to join the Sewing Studio.
Although the women started off
working from their homes as the
COVID-19 situation evolved in
March 2020, these women
sprung into action as soon as
orders for PPEs for front-liners in
hospitals flowed in through the
non-governmental organization
(NGO), Biji-Biji. This in turn gave
birth to the idea of setting up a
sewing
studio
for
the
marginalized
community
of
lower-income women in Desa
Mentari. In 2020, these women
produced 3,954 PPE gowns with
SID coordinating the effort. After
the PPE project had completed,
these women turned to sewing
face masks because of requests
that had come in through the
networks of SID members, and
other NGOs such as Mangosteen,
Conscious Ventures and Mr DIY.
Over nine months, 16,365 face
masks were produced.

Punitha, the Sewing Studio’s team leader
cutting cloth to make face masks.

It was also at this time that the
Mentari Sewing Studio was
established, having successfully
procured a sewing center within
walking distance from the
apartment blocks in Desa Mentari
with the help of the NGO,
Persatuan Kebajikan Kasih (PKK).

On July 22, 2020, SID signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with PPK for the free use of
their sewing center.
Currently, there are 5 women and
1 man who are part of the Mentari
Sewing Studio team. Because the
majority of women from the Desa
Mentari community have low
levels of education or have
dropped out of school, many of
them having been denied access
to jobs with higher remuneration
and benefits. The Studio is a
small step forward in the larger
effort to empower them.
But for these single mothers and
women involved in the project,
their work in the Studio has led to
significant changes in their lives.
Each woman has earned an
average of RM 900-1100 per
month and the income has
enabled them to feed their
families and weather the storm
during the pandemic.
Moreover, these women now yield
greater control in their families as
they are now the breadwinners
while their husbands assist with
the housework and the children.
Moving
forward,
SID
has
emplaced measures to ensure
that the Studio has a strong
sustainable element since a small
portion of the funds from the
ongoing sales has been set aside
to develop the project into a stand
alone social enterprise venture.
Under this venture, the women
will be engaged to produce new
craft items and/ or provide
alteration services that could be
commercially viable, enabling
these
women
to
embrace
entrepreneurship, details of which
were captured in Malaysia’s
national newspapers, the New
Straits Times.

The Signing of the MOU between
Soroptimist International Damansara
(SID) and the Persatuan Kebajikan
Kasih (PKK).

In conjunction with this effort, SID
members have tried to ensure a
minimum sum of RM900 was
earned by the women working in
the Studio, as well as have helped
plan and structure the sewing
studio and monitor and disburse
payments. Moreover, there are
plans to turn the Studio into a
training center for girls and other
women in Desa Mentari who
desire to learn how to sew and
venture into new craft design
projects. To help build the project,
JP Morgan Chase Foundation has
stepped in to sponsor commercial
sewing machines and sewing
accessories. To expand on the
project, SID is working on
crystallizing partnerships with
various NGOs like Conscious
Ventures, Asli & Co. Biji-Biji and
Mr. DIY in procuring orders on a
regular basis so that the women
working at the Studio might
receive a sustained income.
At the Soroptimist International of
the South West Pacific federation
level, the Mentari Sewing Studio
project won the Best Practice
Award in 2021. While there
is enough evidence to show
that
empowering
women
economically and equipping them
with the appropriate skills training
are not only the ‘right thing’ to do
to honor the world’s commitments
to human rights but is also the
‘smart
thing’
to
do
for
development, economic growth
and business. In fulfilling both
Targets 1 and Target 5 of the

Sustainable Development Goals,
the Mentari Sewing Studio project
has been a critical initiative
fulfilling women’s full and
effective participation in economic
life. Although arising out of a
desperate situation, the skills work
the Studio has afforded these
women has been integral to
giving them an opportunity to
build their self-worth not only in
their
families,
but
more
importantly to reflect on their role
in the community level as they
have
become
significant
contributors to society at large
during a time of crisis.”

We look forward to each of them
sharing their many talents with us
as they work on future club
projects and programs.

JULY 30, 2021
ARLINGTON TEMPORARY
ASSISTANCE BACKPACKS

From Soroptimist International
website: soroptimistinternational.org

JULY 27, 2021
NEW MEMBER
INDUCTIONS

President Edith Gingerich, New Members
Jennifer De Salvatore, Martha Schmidt,
Jeannette Lane and Membership Chair
Lynn Scecina

At the July 27th Strategic Planning
Meeting, three new members of SI
Riverside were inducted:
Jennifer De Salvatore is the Office
Manager at North County Blinds.
Martha Schmidt is the owner of
Couching With Martha.
Jeannette Lane is the President of
Esperanza Arabians LLC and
Vice-President of Subsurface
Electric Inc.
We are thrilled to have these three
amazing women join SI Riverside.

Thank you to all the members
who donated money, purchased
supplies,
stuffed
backpacks
and/or volunteered on the
distribution day. Also thank you
to Backpack Project Committee
Chair Melanie McKee for a job
well done.
The
mission
of
Arlington
Temporary Assistance is to
provide assistance to families and
individuals in need and to
encourage them in their struggle
for self-sufficiency.
Assistance
includes food (limited to 6 times a
year), clothing, referrals to
appropriate
social
service
agencies, bus tickets for medical
appointments and emergencies
and utility assistance for Southern
California Edison electricity bills
and gas funds permitting (usually
the first part of the year).

FILLING BACKPACKS
On July 30th, Backpack Project
Committee Chair Melanie McKee,
SI Riverside President Edith
Gingerich and SI Riverside
members JoAnn Moore, Carolyn
Kegarice and Chris Deviny (with
her granddaughter) distributed
60 backpacks to the needy
children at Arlington Temporary
Assistance.
Since 2015, prior to the start of
school, SI Riverside has been
providing backpacks to needy
children
from
kindergarten
through high school age at
Arlington Temporary Assistance
(ATA).
As in previous years, the ATA
Backpack Project is truly a team
effort with many SI Riverside
members staying after our
Strategic Planning meeting to fill
the backpacks with crayons,
markers, pencils and sharpeners,
erasers, glue sticks, rulers, pocket
folders,
dividers,
staplers,
bookmarks, composition books
and either wide ruled or college
ruled notebook paper.

BACKPACK DELIVERY

LIVE YOUR DREAM:
DREAM IT, BE IT
CONFERENCE

SOLT
Soroptimist Orientation and
Leadership Training

SI RIVERSIDE
SERVICE
PROJECTS

Since
2008,
Soroptimist
International of Riverside has
annually presented our “Live Your
Dream: Dream It, Be It
Conference” to introduce 7th and
8th
girls
in
the
AVID
(Advancement Via Individual
Determination)
program
to
various career opportunities and
the way to achieve career goals.
The
conference
includes
workshops provided by successful
women
in
many
different
professions, outstanding keynote
speakers and activities aimed at
setting goals and outlining the
steps to achieve them. We want
the girls to discover how to
achieve their dreams, one step at
a time, with the help and support
of the amazing women in
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside and other professional
women from the Riverside area.

ARLINGTON TEMPORARY
ASSISTANCE BACKPACKS
Since 2015, prior to the start of
school, SI Riverside has been
providing backpacks to needy
children
from
kindergarten
through high school age at
Arlington Temporary Assistance.
The backpacks are filled with the
supplies that the children need to
start school.
The mission of
Arlington Temporary Assistance is

to provide assistance to families
and individuals in need and to
encourage them in their struggle
for self-sufficiency.

MENTORING FOR YOUNG
WOMEN INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
In 2016, Soroptimist International
of Riverside and our Friendship
Link, Soroptimist International of
Erlangen, Germany, developed
an exchange program to give
young women from both cities the
opportunity
to
have
new
experiences by staying in the
respective partner city. The young
women stay in the homes of
Soroptimist members for two
weeks interacting with the people
in the area and visiting places of
interest. The goal of this annual
exchange is to help advance
personal
and
professional
development of young women
from both countries.
This
program is temporarily on hold
due to the pandemic and its effect
on travel.

“HelpHers” PROGRAM
WITH HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
The “HelpHers” program in
coordination with Habitat for
Humanity
Riverside
was
developed to provide resources
and support for women in
Riverside as they meet the
challenges of homeownership as
head of household. Hands on
program goals include light
renovation, minor home repair
or
maintenance,
painting,
gardening and landscape work.
Projects are one day or less in
scope with up to four work
projects per year. In addition,
since 2013, SI Riverside has
annually donated $1,000 to
Habitat for Humanity Riverside to
be used for the purchase of a
washer and dryer for a single
woman who is moving into a
Habitat home.

educational assistance, financial
education, individualized therapy,
employment
assistance
and
access to medical and dental
medical and dental healthcare.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Caroline Kegarice
August 8th
Debbie Ferraro
August 13th
Paula McCroskey
August 13th
Charlene Johnson
August 15th
AUGUST MEMBERSHIP
ANNIVERSARIES

FIRST STEP TO YOUR
FUTURE TRANSITIONAL
LIVING PROGRAM
Since 2019, SI Riverside has
provided monetary donations to
the Transitional Living Program
administered
by
Operation
SafeHouse to assist homeless
women
in
pursuing
their
education. Established in 2000,
the Main Street Transitional Living
Program is a 15 bed apartment
complex with services available
to older homeless youth ages
18 to 21 for up to 18
months. Youth receive continuing

Chris Deviny
8-12-2003
Michelle Paradise
8-9-2013

MEMBER MOMENTS
ON FACEBOOK

Jennifer De Salvatore posted:
"Work Flow!"

Pam Bradford posted:
"Wonderful birthday dinner with
son Jeremy, daughter-in-law
Jenn and grandson Braden.
Turning 70 has been my
best birthday ever!"

Ellen Clizbe was tagged in a post
by Kari Clizbe Haloviak: "Happy
Birthday to our family patriarch!
You're tons of fun, an amazing
mentor, man of God, awesome
Papa and father-in-law,
incredible dad (second only to
our Heavenly Dad) and superb
craftsman and handyman.
Love you, lots!"

Charlene Hildebrandt posted:
"Happy Birthday to my sweet,
brilliant, & beautiful daughter!
We are so proud of the amazing
woman you have become!"

Jeannette Lane posted:
"My first Arabian!"

Paula McCroskey posted: "One
year ago today, Luanne Rhodes
and I lost our baby sister, Melissa
Strickland. We love and miss her
beyond words and find comfort
in treasured memories. She will
live in our hearts forever."

Melanie McKee updated her
profile picture.

Annamarie Megrdichian updated
her profile picture.

Michelle Paradise posted:
"Thankful for dinner with my
sis and Jason."

Linda Robertson shared a
memory from July 2018:
"What better way to spend a hot
Saturday than drinking a cold
one at Antone's while listening to
the cool music of the Sedans
and just chillin' with the
coolest friends."

Carol Allain Speer posted: "We
had great fun in Augusta GA on
the 4th of July! Wild marbles
game between Caden, Jaxon,
Bryson and Great Grandpa
Doug Speer. Southern hospitality
by Granddaughter Allison
Hailstone and Tyler Hailstone
including fireworks in the rain
rich South."

INFORMATION

Kathleen Parra posted: "Cruising
today Encinitas, Oceanside, next
Temecula to pick up wine!
Started early and totally worth it.
Peace, Parradise!"

Lynn Scecina posted: "We had a
wonderful week in Southern Utah
experiencing the beauty of Bryce
Canyon, Cedar Breaks National
Monument, Zion's Kolob
Canyons and Brian Head. The
word "WOW" was used at every
turn. The thunderstorms waited
till we were back at our lodge,
but were welcomed."

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF
RIVERSIDE
CLUB NUMBER
114315
MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. Box 1631
Riverside CA 92502

Tillie Soliz posted: "Celebrating
my birthday 5 years ago!"

EMAIL ADDRESS:
siriverside@soroptimist.net
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistriverside.org

Janet Payton posted: "It's going
to be so hard to say goodbye!"

FACEBOOK
Soroptimist Riverside CA

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE

BECOME THE BETTER
"YOU"

I pledge allegiance to
Soroptimist and to
The ideals for which
it stands:
The Sincerity of Friendship,
The Joy of Achievement,
The Dignity of Service,
The Integrity of Profession,
The Love of Country.
I will put forth my greatest effort
to promote, uphold, and defend
these ideals, for a larger
fellowship
in home, in society,
in business, for country
and for God.

BELIEVE IN
YOURSELF

INSTAGRAM
soroptimistriverside
LINKED IN
www.linkedin.com/company/sor
optimist-international-of-riverside

GOLDEN WEST REGION
WEBPAGE
www.goldenwestregion.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International Golden
West Region

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS INC.
1709 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103

RIVERSIDELINES

WEBPAGE
www.soroptimist.org

Believe you can and
you will.

STAY STRONG
Dream, Believe, Achieve.

NEVER GIVE UP
A little progress each day
adds up to big results.

BE GRATEFUL
A grateful heart is a
magnet for miracles.

WORK HARD

FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International of the
Americas

Good things come to
those who hustle.

STAY HUMBLE
SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
8A Romsey Terrace
Cambridge, CB1 3NH
United Kingdom
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistinternational.org

Work hard in silence, let
success make the noise.
EDITOR
Pam Bradford
DEADLINE
Submit articles and photos
by the 25th of each
month to Pam at:
pambradford@pamsemail.net

BE KIND
Kindness makes you
the most beautiful.

KEEP SMILING
Because of your smile, you
make life more beautiful.

