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SOROPTIMIST
CORE VALUES
Soroptimist International of the
Americas is committed to:
•

SOROPTIMIST
VISION
Women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and
live their dreams.

SOROPTIMIST
MISSION
Soroptimist is a global volunteer
organization that provides
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to achieve economic
empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST
TAG LINE

“INVESTING
IN DREAMS”

GENDER EQUALITY:
Women and girls live free
from discrimination.

•

EMPOWERMENT: Women
and girls are free to act in
their own best interest.

•

EDUCATION: Women and
girls deserve to lead full and
productive lives through
access to education.

•

DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:
Women from varied
backgrounds and
perspectives work together
to improve the lives of
women and girls.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

even taught how to do the
Charleston dance.

DECEMBER 2021
CALENDAR

Looking forward, I can’t wait until
our next business meeting for our
delegates and myself to bring
many new and refreshed ideas to
the club.
See you next month!

2

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
THE ABOLITION OF
SLAVERY

5

INTERNATIONAL
VOLUNTEER DAY FOR
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

7

BOARD MEETING

Edith Gingerich
2020-22 President

Edith Gingerich
2020-22 SIR President
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside’s
two
delegates,
Charlene Johnson and Susan
Exon, and I just returned from
the Soroptimist Golden West
Regional Fall Meeting! At this
information packed conference,
we leaned many new ways to
promote Soroptimist’s vision and
our club.
We also had an opportunity to
hear what many of the other clubs
in the region have done in both
fundraising and carrying out our
mission from which we bring back
many ideas to use in our own
club’s efforts. A full report from
the delegates will be forthcoming
at our next business meeting plus
you should have already received
a Fall Meeting Delegate's Report
via email.
In addition to learning new
strategies, we learned much
about the history of Soroptimist
and how those early programs
and projects relate to some of the
Dream programs we have today.
Last but not least, we had a blast
at the 100th Anniversary party on
Saturday night. The theme was
the
Roaring Twenties
with
everyone dressed up in period
costumes and dresses. We were

12:00 PM on Zoom
10 INTERNATIONAL HUMAN

RIGHTS DAY
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CALENDAR

14 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, First United
Methodist Church, Koinonia
Meeting Room, 4845
Brockton Ave, Riverside
NO PROGRAM MEETING
IN DECEMBER

2

BOARD MEETING

12:00 PM on Zoom
9

DATES TO REMEMBER

BUSINESS MEETING

12:00 PM, First United
Methodist Church, Koinonia
Meeting Room, 4845
Brockton Ave, Riverside
17- VIRTUAL WINTER GIFT
20 AUCTION ON

32AUCTIONS.COM

9

WORLD FREEDOM DAY

25 INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR

THE ELIMINATION OF
VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN

NO PROGRAM MEETING
IN NOVEMBER

February 4, 2022

VALENTINE DESSERT AUCTION
Victoria Club

March 5, 2022

LIVE YOUR DREAM: DREAM IT,
BE IT CONFERENCE
Riverside City College
June 9-11, 2022

GOLDEN WEST REGION
SPRING CONFERENCE

Soboba Casino Resort
San Jacinto
"Dream Big, Sparkle More,
Shine Bright"

NOVEMBER 25, 2021
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
THE ELIMINATION OF
VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN

July 20-23, 2022
SIA 47TH BIENNIAL
CONVENTION
Seoul, Korea
"Together in Motion"

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside, a club in District 1 of the
Golden
West
Region
of
Soroptimist International of the
Americas, meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month in the
Koinonia Room at the First United
Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton
Avenue, Riverside, from noon
until approximately 1:15 PM.
Please arrive a little early so that
we may begin promptly at noon.
The 2nd Tuesday is a Business
Meeting and the 4th Tuesday is a
Program Meeting.
Lunches
are
approximately
$14/each and can be paid on a
yearly, quarterly or per meeting
basis.
For questions, please
contact the SI Riverside Assistant
Treasurer.

The United Nations General
Assembly
has
designated
November
25th
as
the
International
Day
for
the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women (Resolution 54/134).
The premise of the day is to raise
awareness of the fact that women
around the world are subject
to rape, domestic violence
and other forms of violence.
Furthermore, one of the aims of
the day is to highlight that the
scale and true nature of the issue
is often hidden.

WHY WE MUST
ELIMINATE VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN
Violence against women and girls is
one of the most widespread,
persistent and devastating human
rights violations in our world today
and remains largely unreported due
to the impunity, silence, stigma and
shame surrounding it.

advances, child sexual abuse,
forced
marriage,
street
harassment, stalking, cyberharassment).
•

Human trafficking (slavery,
sexual exploitation).

•

Female genital mutilation.

•

Child marriage.

To further clarify, the Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women issued by the UN General
Assembly in 1993, defines violence
against women as “any act of
gender-based violence that results
in, or is likely to result in, physical,
sexual or psychological harm or
suffering to women, including
threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivation of liberty,
whether occurring in public or in
private life.”
The adverse psychological, sexual
and
reproductive
health
consequences of violence against
women and girls affect women at
all stages of their life. Early-set
educational disadvantages not only
represent the primary obstacle to
universal schooling and the right to
education for girls, down the line
they are also to blame for restricting
access to higher education and
even
translate
into
limited
opportunities for women in the
labor market.

•

Intimate partner violence
(battering,
psychological
abuse,
marital
rape,
femicide).

While gender-based violence can
happen to anyone, anywhere, some
women and girls are particularly
vulnerable. For instance, young
girls and older women, women who
identify as lesbian, bisexual,
transgender or intersex, migrants
and refugees, indigenous women
and ethnic minorities, or women
and girls living with HIV and
disabilities and those living through
humanitarian crises.

•

Sexual
violence
and
harassment (rape, forced
sexual acts, unwanted sexual

Violence against women continues
to be an obstacle to achieving
equality, development and peace

In general terms, it manifests itself in
physical, sexual and psychological
forms, encompassing:

as well as to the fulfillment of
women and girls' human rights.
All in all, the promise of
the Sustainable
Development
Goals to leave no one behind
cannot be fulfilled without putting
an end to violence against women
and girls.

the 50th Anniversary “Pilgrimage
to Oakland.”

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE
AMERICAS

The cylinders held newspaper
articles of the Soroptimist Jubilee
event, event programs and
transcripts, a copy of the region’s
history and letters of thanks and
congratulations including one
from then California Governor
Ronald Reagan.

The base of the bronze portrait is
actually the time capsule and
housed six cylinders wrapped in
foil. The cylinders were opened
and it the materials were in good
condition.

The bronze portrait and time
capsule were donated to SIA
Headquarters in 1996 at the
75th anniversary celebrations in
Oakland, where clubs and
members were invited to share
their messages to the future as
well in another time capsule that
will be opened at the SIA
Convention in 2022.

March 1989 and has been
serving as the chairperson of the
Sister City Sendai Committee
since 2012.
In her volunteer role for the office
of the mayor, Yoko also works as
a liaison for the City of Riverside
escorting and translating for
guests visiting from Sendai,
Japan.
Yoko is now retired and enjoying
her full time volunteer work.
In addition to telling us about her
life in Japan, Yoko brought many
beautiful kimonos and obis for us
to admire.

OCTOBER 26, 2021
VIRTUAL WINTER GIFT
AUCTION

Violet Richardson Bronze Portrait
Time Capsule

During
its
virtual
100th
anniversary event in September
2021, Soroptimist International of
the Americas opened the Violet
Richardson bronze portrait time
capsule which resides at SIA
Headquarters in Philadelphia.
This handsome bronze portrait
of
Violet
Richardson
was
commissioned
by
the
Southwestern Region which is
now Founder, Sierra Nevada and
Sierra Pacific Regions. The bronze
portrait was dedicated on
October 3, 1971, when over
1,000 Soroptimists gathered at

Our program speaker
October was Yoko Boucher.

for

Yoko Boucher was born and
raised in Kobe, Japan. She
earned her license as a registered
nurse, midwife and public health
nurse while still living in Japan. In
1966 she came to the United
States where she became a
registered nurse in California.
Yoko worked at Loma Linda
University Medical Center for 16
years and 20 more years at
Riverside General Hospital as well
as Riverside County Regional
Medical Center, which was
renamed Riverside University
Health System Medical Center.
Yoko joined the International
Relations Council of Riverside in

Paula McCroskey, Yoko Boucher,
Vice-President Melanie McKee and
President Edith Gingerich

SI Riverside members Paula
McCroskey and Melanie McKee
also serve on the International
Relations Council of Riverside
along with Yoko.

NOVEMBER 17-20, 2021
VIRTUAL WINTER GIFT
AUCTION

FRIENDSHIP LINK
SI ERLANGEN, GERMANY
SI Riverside received an email
from Frauke Liers, SI Erlangen's
Friendship Link Liaison.

Dear Pam and Karin:

Time is running out to wait to join
us at our Virtual Winter Gift
Auction.

I hope you are doing well. As
friendship link responsible, I
would like to let you know about
the great 100th SI Anniversary
Party that we celebrated a few
weeks ago.
If you like, feel free to
communicate the report from our
website to your newsletter.
Thanks and best wishes,

Beginning at 9:00 AM on
November 17, 2021, you will be
able to bid on a wonderful variety
of gift baskets. Keep in mind it’s
OK to gift yourself, too!
No
matter who is on your gift list,
there is bound to be something for
all ages and interests.

Frauke
Thank you to SI Riverside member
Karin Roberts for translating from
German to English the 100th
Anniversary Party report taken
from the SI Erlangen's website.

We have the most generous ladies
in SI Riverside and they have
gathered a collection that tops
even past years. Of course, the
best way to see this collection is to
go to:

www.32auctions.com/
SIRVirtualWinter
There are still some items that
need to be entered into the
platform, so check back often for
details. Share the auction address
with friends, family and on your
social platforms.
This auction has been a pleasure
to bring to our supporters and we
hope it pleases you as well. See
you on November 17th.
JoAnn Moore
Virtual Auction Chair

100 years
Soroptimist
SI Deutschland
Trees for the Future
#Plant Trees
Planting Tree Event of SI
Erlangen - Part 1
On September 25, 2021, the
Soroptimist Club of Erlangen,
Germany, celebrated the 100th
anniversary
of
Soroptimist

International with many guests of
honor in bright sunshine.
SI Deutschland President Anne
Dörrhofer (term of office from
October 1, 2021) and Vice
President Manuela Nitsche gave
us the honor, as did the club
sisters of several SI Deutschland
clubs.
One day before the German
federal election, we were able to
meet the Bavarian Interior
Minister Herrmann and Lord
Mayor Dr. Janik, both of
Erlangen, and members of the
Bundestag
and
several
representatives of the city of
Erlangen, welcome.
On the occasion of the SI
anniversary, SI Erlangen donated
several fruit trees for the school
garden of the Pestalozzi School so
the children can experience
flowering of the trees and harvest
fruit through the seasons, as well
as a Nordmann fir that will be
decorated for Christmas every
year in the future. The Erlangen
Soroptimists
are
convinced
Erlangen needs trees for the
children and for the future of the
city.
Club sister and hostess Carmen
Vogt, as principal of the school,
introduced the guests of honor to
the children. The high-ranking
guests also raised their hands
obediently and with a lot of
humor, as if they were taking part
in a class.
After being welcomed by SI
Erlangen
President
Sabine
Weissbrich, Mayor Dr. Florian
Janik emphasized how important
the commitment of the citizens is
in a democracy. If everyone only
thinks of themselves, the common
good will suffer.
Our big thanks go to the city of
Erlangen for the donation for the
SI anniversary, which we will, of

course, immediately be able to
use again for the benefit of our
community.
SI Deutschland President Anne
Dörrhofer and Vice President
Manuela Nitsche gave the guests
an insight into the founding
history and goals of SI. Interior
Minister
Joachim
Herrmann
praised the commitment of the
Soroptimists. It is very important to
support young people from
various backgrounds in order to
improve their chances for
personal
and
professional
development.
The club's second focus has also
gained enormous importance,
counteracting climate change
through exemplary actions. With
club sister Carmen Vogt as
principal, there has been a close
relationship between our club and
the school for many years.
The children had baked tree
shaped cookies for the guests and
created a wonderful setting with
some specially written songs. The
parents' council was active in the
coffee and cake buffet. Our big
thanks to all helpers who made
this great festival possible in the
first place!
Finally,
Interior
Minister
Herrmann, Lord Mayor Janik and
our President Sabine Weissbrich
picked up the spade to
symbolically plant the chestnut.
The
second
part
of
the
#PlantTrees campaign by SI
Erlangen follows in November.

NOTE FROM
KARIN ROBERTS
Dear Pam: Please note that SI
Riverside members Lynn Scecina,
Jeanne Hatcher and I visited the
Pestalozzi School in Erlangen in
September 2016 (same school
where this tree planting event took
place).

Principal Carmen Vogt, a
member of Soroptimist Erlangen,
gave us a tour of the school and
introduced us to the children.
They decorated the school with
U.S. flags and welcomed us with
songs. SI Erlangen is involved in
numerous projects and supports
this school. The three of us
interacted with the children and
we were impressed with Carmen
Vogts and her teachers work.

mammograms to low income
women to sponsoring self-esteem
workshops for teenage girls.
Coming from a variety of cultures,
ethnic groups and ages, we
represent a wide array of women
who are leaders in
our
communities. We believe in the
power of joining together to make
the world a better place for
women and girls.
Soroptimist membership provides
a unique opportunity to do
meaningful, life changing work in
an atmosphere of fun and
friendship. You will be provided
with a variety of benefits which
include:

LEADERSHIP
SOLT
Soroptimist Orientation and
Leadership Training

SOROPTIMIST 101
Soroptimist is an international
volunteer organization for women
who use their collective power to
provide women and girls with the
resources and opportunities they
need to reach their full potential
and live their dreams.
Approximately
32,000
Soroptimists in 20 countries and
territories contribute time and
financial support to community
based and international projects
benefiting women and girls.
The name, Soroptimist, means
“best for women” and that’s what
the organization strives to
achieve.
Soroptimist members belong to
local clubs, which determine the
volunteer projects conducted in
their communities. Club projects
range from renovating domestic
violence shelters to providing

Developing new skills, enhancing
capabilities as well as leadership
opportunities at all levels of the
organization.

CONNECTIONS
Being
part
of
a
global
organization, you’ll join together
with other women representing a
variety of lifestyles and cultures.

CONVENIENCE
Belonging to an association with
organized
programs
and
professionally
developed
resources which frees members
from administrative constraints
while
enabling
them
to
concentrate
on
providing
volunteer service.

DIVERSITY
By participating in projects that
address the needs of women
throughout the world, you’ll come
to a better understanding of
women from different ethnic and
cultural backgrounds.

FRIENDSHIP

Kathleen Parra
11-08-2016

Cultivating relationships with
other women who have similar
interests and values is a
central aspect of Soroptimist
membership.

Melanie McKee
11-13-2018

FULFILLMENT

MEMBER MOMENTS
ON FACEBOOK

Working on projects that improve
the lives of women and girls leads
to personal satisfaction and
recognition from the community.

Ellen Clizbe posted: "Rob, Kari
and Dylan celebrating our
59th anniversary."

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Karla Adams posted: "Fitness
and spa day in L.A."

Susan Wolf - 2nd
Melanie McKee - 24th

Jennifer De Salvatore posted:
Best day ever! Thank you
Christie Greiner Angell for
sending me my special cheese
from New York. Now I can
make my meatballs."

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP
ANNIVERSARIES

Barbara Walling
11-01-2001
Tillie Soliz
11-09-2010

Pam Bradford posted: "Attended
grandson Braden's Splash Ball
class last night. Splash Ball is
water polo for children where
they work on basic water skills
including swimming, treading
water, throwing small balls and
floating. Braden loves Level 1
Splash Ball and his swimming
skills have definitely improved."

Irma Flores posted: "I make big
batches and drink 1 or 2 times a
day. Black kale, green kale,
Swiss chard, one apple, collard
greens, lettuce, parsley,
dandelion. Yummy and healthy!"

Charlene Hildebrandt was
tagged in a post by Bre Johnson:
"Spa day! Relaxing. And also
very funny at the Mission Inn
Hotel & Spa."

Jeannette Lane posted: "Three
horned lizard from last
trip to Maui."

Paula McCroskey was tagged in
a post by Saralyn Davis:
"Cousin visit. There is nothing
like family."

Annamarie Megrdichian posted:
"I left this today for California. I
see the beauty and I ask why?
Gotta love the Inland Northwest."

Kathy Michalak posted: "Thanks
to Riverside Fire. On site again
today. I love my job!"

Michelle Paradise posted: "What
can we do in 24 hours on
Catalina Island?"

Janet Payton posted: "A
couple more pictures from
yesterday's hike."

Honorary Member Judy Pekarek
posted: "Celebrating our 55th
wedding anniversary with family
and friends on a Mark Twain
dinner cruise on the Mississippi
River in Hannibal, Missouri."

Linda Robertson posted: "Time
spent with your lifelong friend is
always the best. The adventures,
the history, the love and caring.
Just came back from 2 weeks
with her in Washougal, WA. View
of her back yard drinking our
morning coffee. Thank you,
Janis Rink for everything."

FACEBOOK
Soroptimist Riverside CA
INSTAGRAM
soroptimistriverside
LINKED IN
www.linkedin.com/company/sor
optimist-international-of-riverside

GOLDEN WEST REGION

Lynn Scecina posted: "This was
4 years ago in Italy. We look
at these photos with a big sigh
and fond memories, hoping
to get back to traveling
abroad again soon.

Susan Wolf posted:
"So Leo has a new trick!"

INFORMATION

WEBPAGE
www.goldenwestregion.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International Golden
West Region

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS INC.
1709 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimist.org

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF
RIVERSIDE

Carol Allain Speer shared a post
by Carlton Burgess.

FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International of the
Americas

CLUB NUMBER
114315

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL

MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. Box 1631
Riverside CA 92502

8A Romsey Terrace
Cambridge, CB1 3NH
United Kingdom

EMAIL ADDRESS:
siriverside@soroptimist.net

WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistinternational.org

WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistriverside.org

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE

I pledge allegiance to
Soroptimist and to
The ideals for which
it stands:
The Sincerity of Friendship,
The Joy of Achievement,
The Dignity of Service,
The Integrity of Profession,
The Love of Country.
I will put forth my greatest
effort to promote, uphold,
and defend these ideals, for
a larger fellowship
in home, in society,
in business, for country
and for God.
RIVERSIDELINES

EDITOR
Pam Bradford
DEADLINE
Submit articles and photos
by the 25th of each
month to Pam at:
pambradford@pamsemail.net

