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SOROPTIMIST
CORE VALUES
Soroptimist International of the
Americas is committed to:
•

SOROPTIMIST
VISION
Women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and
live their dreams.

SOROPTIMIST
MISSION
Soroptimist is a global volunteer
organization that provides
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to achieve economic
empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST
TAG LINE

“INVESTING
IN DREAMS”

GENDER EQUALITY:
Women and girls live free
from discrimination.

•

EMPOWERMENT: Women
and girls are free to act in
their own best interest.

•

EDUCATION: Women and
girls deserve to lead full and
productive lives through
access to education.

•

DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:
Women from varied
backgrounds and
perspectives work together
to improve the lives of
women and girls.
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PRESIDENT
Melanie McKee
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mckeemelanie4@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Tillie Soliz
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sophiam39@gmail.com
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Charlene Johnson
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gracious135@yahoo.com
TREASURER
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debbers813@aol.com
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jamatlakelemon@aol.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

October 21-22. JoAnn and I are also
planning to have a successful sales
table at this Fall Meeting.

I would like to thank all of our
members for their hard work and
dedication to the club. I also want to
thank everyone for being great team
members and moving forward
after the challenging years our club
has recently gone through. I just

want to remind you this is why
we’re all Soroptimists:

Melanie McKee
2022-23 President
Hello Soroptimist ladies! We are
off to a fantastic start to our new
club year.
So far in the last couple of months
we have accomplished our
Backpack Project for the children
served by Arlington Temporary
Assistance and donated 60
backpacks filled with school
supplies.
We are working hard on the
Valentine Dessert Auction and are
brainstorming new ideas. We are
also implementing our traditional
ideas that have worked for us in
the past by bringing back the
cakes and the silent auction.
Last month Irma Flores and I had
a successful meeting with Gigi
Mindeua-Banks, president of SI
Corona.
SI Corona and SI
Riverside will be partnering on a
Human Trafficking Awareness
Summit which will take place in
January of 2023.
I would also like to report that we
are doing great in achieving 85%
or better in our retention rate for
members.
Lynn Scecina, JoAnn Moore and I
will be attending the Districts 1 & 2
Fall Meeting in Big Bear Lake on

I'm a Soroptimist…
"I want to contribute to my local
community."
"I want to make friends and
have fun."
"I want to make life better for
woman and girls."
"We enable girls to reach their
full potential."
"We help women and girls live
their dreams."
"I'm helping women and girls all
over the world."
"We are global with UN status."

5
6

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CHARITY
BOARD MEETING
12:00 PM on ZOOM

8

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY
DAY

13 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 Iowa
Avenue, Riverside
21 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

PEACE

27 PROGRAM MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 Iowa
Avenue, Riverside

OCTOBER 2022
CALENDAR

Thank you!
Melanie McKee, Dr.B.A.
2022-23 SIR President

3

SOROPTIMIST FOUNDERS
DAY

4

BOARD MEETING

12:00 PM on ZOOM
11 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 Iowa
Avenue, Riverside
11 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

THE GIRL CHILD

SEPTEMBER 2022
CALENDAR

21- GWR DISTRICTS 2 & 2
22 FALL MEETING
Big Bear Lake
24 UNITED NATIONS DAY
27 PROGRAM MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 Iowa
Avenue, Riverside

DATES TO REMEMBER

February 10, 2023

VALENTINE DESSERT AUCTION

Lunches are $17/each and must
be paid in advance on a yearly or
quarterly basis.
For questions,
please contact the SI Riverside
Assistant Treasurer.

SEPTEMBER 5, 2022
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CHARITY

Victoria Club

March 18, 2023

LIVE YOUR DREAM: DREAM IT,
BE IT CONFERENCE
Riverside City College
April 11, 2023

SALUTE TO SERVICE AWARDS
LUNCHEON
Victoria Club

July 27-29, 2023

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION
Dublin, Ireland
“Save the Future”

July 24-27, 2024

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS 48th
BIENNIAL CONVENTION
Bellevue, Washington

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Soroptimist
International
of
Riverside, a club in District 1 of
the Golden West Region of
Soroptimist International of the
Americas, meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month at
Habitat for Humanity, 2180 Iowa
Avenue, Riverside, from noon
until approximately 1:15 PM.
Please arrive a little early so that
we may begin promptly at noon.
The 2nd Tuesday is a Business
Meeting and the 4th Tuesday is a
Program Meeting.

Originally a Hungarian civil
society initiative to commemorate
Mother
Teresa’s
death,
International Day of Charity on
September 5th took off worldwide
in 2012 when the United Nations
declared it an international
holiday.
Besides honoring Mother Teresa’s
tireless work to help others
overcome poverty and suffering,
the holiday provides a platform
for charitable opportunities to
take place.

HISTORY OF
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CHARITY
Mother Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu was
born on August 26, 1910, in the
Ottoman Empire and would go
on to commit herself to religious
life by age 12. She had always
been fascinated by missionaries,
particularly those in India, and left
home at 18 to learn English and
become a missionary in Ireland.
She later moved on to India,
where she learned Bengali and
took religious vows to become a
Catholic nun.
Her charitable work truly began in
1948, when she adopted Indian

citizenship and worked with the
poorest individuals in the country.
In the coming years, she opened
several hospices, established a
congregation and instituted leper
houses and orphanages. Her
congregation attracted many
recruits and donors and went on
to found many branches of her
charitable organization that took
her good work across the globe.
Mother Teresa, who died in 1997
after 45 dedicated years of
charitable service, is remembered
as a woman of great faith and
unmatched charitable donation.
In fact, she left such a legacy
that the Hungarian Parliament
and Government established
International Day of Charity in her
honor in 2011. They chose
September 5th, the anniversary of
her death, to commemorate her
life with their civil service initiative.
The United Nations quickly picked
up on this holiday and by 2012 it
was spread worldwide. The UN
established it to recognize the
charitable
works
of
all
organizations, including the work
of Mother Teresa, and to highlight
the power of charity in alleviating
humanitarian crises and human
suffering.
Critical goals established by the
UN help guide the charitable
works we should engage in.
These are people, planet,
prosperity,
peace
and
partnership. On September 5th
we can honor the work of Mother
Teresa by experiencing the joy of
charitable giving ourselves!

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL

Higher Education and Career
Training

In early February 2022, the
CCDO “Women and Girl
Empowerment Program” began
recruiting women and girls and
Makara made the decision to
participate
in
a
two-year
program. Along with other
women and girls, Makara
received training on topics
ranging from gender equality and
self-development, to financial
management,
business
and
enterprise skills.

ACHIEVEMENTS:
➢

CAMBODIA AND THE SI
PRESIDENT’S APPEAL
– SIX MONTHS ON
The first project of the SI
President’s Appeal “Opening
Doors to a Bright Future”
launched in Cambodia in early
2022
in
the
Soroptimist
International Federation of South
East Asia Pacific. “Education and
Learning
in
Cambodia
throughout the life course” is
working in partnership with the
Cambodian Community Dream
Organization (CCDO).
Six months on, and CCDO has
proven to be an exceptional
partner, achieving so much
together with the women and girls
in the community. Training and
sharing messages in the village to
promote gender equality and
women in leadership, CCDO has
reported that women and girls
have been inspired to join the
program by their neighbors and
friends in the village.
The program set a target of
reaching 2,000 women and girls,
and as of July 2022, they have
already reached 2,438 women
and
girls
which
is
truly
exceptional!

➢

➢

79 gender training sessions
took place with 1,398 women
and girls participating.
90 groups – a total of 1,815
women and girls, joined
personal
development
training sessions.
505 women and girls
participated in business/small
medium enterprise training,
with many already starting
small business ventures at
home to generate more
income for their families.

Madam Makara

Madam Makara is 35 years old
and is married to a farmer in the
Tropeangrun
Village,
Prasat
Bakong district, Siem Reap,
Cambodia. With three children,
her family lost all during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as her
husband Mr. Sok Met was unable
to travel to work in the city to earn
income. Makara and her family
continued to struggle postpandemic, as she was unable to
work in the rice field.

Discussion Meeting

Makara explained that the
program inspired her and she has
now become a role model to
others in the village, never failing
to attend her training sessions.
The program has given her the
confidence and skills she needs
for chicken raising, including how
to build a proper shelter for the
chickens, how to rear them and
then sell them, budgeting and
money management. Her project
has since achieved great results.
She
also
encouraged
her
husband to use some of the funds
from selling chickens to start to
make rattan baskets, having
learned to do this from another
woman in the village. Now, both
she and her husband have more
income and are able to keep their
family’s health and finances in
good order.
The CCDO team said: “We are
proud of her outputs and she
currently volunteers in our
program to be a model for other
women and girls who we call
Smart Women. Makara will

inspire more women and girls to
be just like her.”

91% created achievable goals for
their future

Makara says, “I have today,
because of the CCDO project, the
funds to support my children in
education and daily family
expenses. I am committed to
helping other women and girls in
my community to have better
lives.”

85% have new tools to overcome
obstacles to their success

CCDO, Madam Makara and her
family would like to thank
Soroptimist International (SI) for
making this project happen in
Cambodia and allowing CCDO
to make the dreams of women
and girls’ come true.
From the Soroptimist
International Website:
www.soroptimistinternational.org

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE
AMERICAS

PREPARING GIRLS
FOR A BRIGHTER
FUTURE

GIRLS ARE INSPIRED BY
POSSIBILITIES
They said:
“This program guides me to
choose my career and gives me
confidence in myself to move
forward.”
…Mexico/Centroamerica

“I remember having a hard time
because there was nowhere to go
for advice and help. Thank you so
much for giving me such a great
opportunity for help! Thanks to
your help, I was able to achieve a
tremendous increase in my
grades. I was really grateful that
I could hear support and advice
not only for my grades but also
when I had a lot of troubles.”
…Korea

10,178 girls participated across
14 countries and territories

AUGUST 16, 2022
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
MEETING

86% feel more prepared to
pursue their career goals

Irma Flores
Human Trafficking Chair

“Being with the girls and the
educators, even if it’s online, at
this time of pandemic, is the best
part of my day, of my week.”
…Brazil

From SI of the Americas website:
www.soroptimist.org

88% feel more confident about
their future success

Honored
that
SI
Riverside
President Melanie McKee and SI
Corona President Gigi MindeuaBanks are part of the team along
with SI Corona members Marcy
Decato, Tanya Best and myself.

“I enjoyed hearing the stories of
inspiration
and
overcoming
obstacles.”
…Japan Kita

OUR GLOBAL IMPACT IN
FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021

GIRLS ARE EMPOWERED
TO LIVE THEIR DREAMS

Great committee meeting this
morning with SI Riverside and SI
Corona discussing the Human
Trafficking Awareness Project
planned for January 2023.

From Irma Flores’
Facebook Page

FEBRUARY 10, 2023
VALENTINE DESSERT
AUCTION

pandemic when a virtual auction
was our only option. We look
forward to offering many of the
standard themes for Baskets
you’ve treasured from the past
and new ideas for gifting too!
Of course, we will also have our
always-fun Live Auction, featuring
the Auctioneer Extraordinaire, Mr.
Stan Morrison! With a variety of
vacation stays and celebrity
lunches, jewelry and other
bidding opportunities, you are
sure to enjoy the day!

“LOVE AROUND THE
WORLD”
On Friday, February 10, 2023,
we’ll see what “Love Around the
World” looks like through the eyes
and hands of Bakers and Makers
of Marvelous Gifts. Soroptimist
International of Riverside will
conduct our Annual Valentine
Dessert Auction (now celebrating
our 26th anniversary!) at Victoria
Club in Riverside. Local Bakers
will compete in our popular Battle
of the Bakers, judged by
professional culinary experts and
the vote of attendees in the
People’s Choice Award.

The Valentine Dessert Auction
Committee is planning to make
the 2023 event the best ever as we
explore “Love Around the World.”
With gratitude,
JoAnn Moore
VDA Chair

FRIENDSHIP LINK
MEMBER VISIT TO
SI ERLANGEN, GERMANY

Ellen and Jim scheduled their trip
to Austria around the time of the
dedication so they could represent
both SI Riverside (as Erlangen’s
Friendship Link) and the City of
Riverside (as Erlangen’s sister
city).
The weeks before and after the
Erlangen events, Karin and David
took Ellen and Jim to many places
and made all their arrangements
in hotels, etc. It was a very
enjoyable trip for all.
The
International
Relations
Council members that came to
Erlangen were Bob McKenzie,
President (and his wife), Paula
McCroskey, Vice-President, Yoko
Boucher, Chair Sendai, Japan,
Karin
Roberts,
Co-Chair
Erlangen,
Germany
(and
husband David), Adam Bieksler,
Co-Chair Erlangen, Germany,
Kathy Allavie and her husband
plus Ellen and Jim.
Other Riverside residents who
came included Rusty Bailey and
family and Riverside Mayor
Patricia Lock Dawson.

We’re offering all of the elements
you have enjoyed in the past. And
maybe a couple of surprises.
The Small Gift Table will be
offering a variety of yummy and
loving gifts for adults and
children, friends, family, and coworkers.
Don’t miss out picking your
favorite playing card for the Wine
Auction.
This
is
a
wine
connoisseur’s
dream
–
a
collection of 52 quality bottles of
varietal wines for your enjoyment
or gifting.
This year we return to a fully,
in-person Silent Auction. We
appreciate the support we
received during the worst of the

SI
Riverside
International
Goodwill and Understanding
Committee Co-Chair Ellen Clizbe
and her husband Jim were hosted
by past member Karin Roberts
and her husband David in Austria
from May 23st to June 12th.

Eagle’s Nest

Members
of
the
Riverside
International Relations Council
(including SI Riverside member
Paula McCroskey) joined Ellen
and Jim in Erlangen, Germany,
during the week of May 31st to
June 5th to attend the dedication
of the town square that was being
named “Riverside.”
Eagle’s Nest

Ukranian Children Singing
Swarovsky Crystal Factory
Cathedral

Group Photo – Principal on Right
Others are Soroptimists
Town of Oberammergau
Dining with SI Erlangen Members

Oberammergau Passion Play
Theater

Erlangen, Germany, Names
Town Square “Riverside”

Bier Festival in Erlangen
Over 100,000 Attendees

Courtroom of Nuremberg Trials
Town Square with Riverside and
Erlangen’s Mayors

CLUB ROADMAP
For Success in
2022-23

Apartments for Ukranians
Created by City of Erlangen in
Former Siemens Building

Lippizzaner Horse Performance

Soroptimist International of the
America’s clubs are committed to
providing an engaging and
meaningful
mission-based
experience. But, of course, our
members are busy women and
serving women and girls who face
obstacles such as poverty,
violence and teen pregnancy,
locally and throughout the world,
can be a tall order.
To make it easier to accomplish
our organization’s goals, we have
developed this simple club road
map for your use. In order to
provide a positive club experience
while helping to build our
recognition and work towards our
Big Goal of investing in the
dreams of half a million women
and girls through access to
education, clubs are asked to do
these five things.

Ellen with her Super Vacation
Planner Karin at the Fortress
in Salzburg

PROGRAMS

Room in Mozart’s Home

Vienna Boys Choir Performance
in Vienna Cathedral

SOLT
Soroptimist Orientation and
Leadership Training

Help us reach our 2021-2031 Big
Goal by serving more women and
girls through Live Your Dream
Awards, Dream It, Be It and Big
Goal Accelerator Projects.

MEMBERSHIP
Grow and retain members by
creating an enjoyable and civil
member experience.

PUBLIC AWARENESS
Gain great recognition by
promoting your club’s impact
through our Dream Programs.
Ellen and Jim at the Gazebo
from the “Sound of Music”

FUNDRAISING
Increase funds raised to support
our brand unifying Dream
Programs.

MEMBER MOMENTS
ON FACEBOOK

FUTURE
Plan how your club will support
and contribute to our 2021-2031
Big Goal: “Invest in the dreams of

half a million women and girls
through access to education.”
That’s it! If your club does these
five simple things, we guarantee
you will be providing a superior
member experience, fulfilling our
mission
and
strengthening
Soroptimist’s global brand.

Irma Flores posted:
“Congratulations to our Quinn!
The pricipal of her school gives
a T-shirt to one student per
entire grade. Our Quinn was
chosen for her grade. Oh how
I love her!”

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Pam Bradford posted: “My niece
Rachel took me out for a belated
birthday lunch and surprised me
by bringing her kids, my great
nephews Luke and Ames!
Fun, Fun, Fun!”

Lynn Scecina – 21st

Charlene Hildebrandt was
tagged in a post by Traci Hatch:
“Hells Kitchen, Las Vegas,
Nevada.”

SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP
ANNIVERSARIES

Sophia Mendoza
9-1-2021
Irma Flores
9-15-2021

Susan Exon posted: “Enjoyed the
last summer concert at the
Redlands Bowl.”

Debbie Kelley posted:
“Little Me!”

OTHER MEMBER
PHOTOS

Paula McCroskey was tagged in
a post by Shannon McCroskey:
“Mama’s 75th Birthday in
Palm Springs.”
Michelle Paradise was at
Ventus Ha’ at Marina El Cid
Spa & Beach Resort:
“Happy Birthday, Greg Rowe!”

Melanie McKee shared a
memory from 5 years ago:
“Old Town San Diego at Casa
Guadalajara.”

Linda Robertson posted: “Taking
a break from 100+ degree
temps at Laughlin on a scenic
cruise with cool friends Julie Ford
and Robin Gray, drinking cold
drinks while learning history of
the hotels and gaming. Always a
good time with these ladies.”

On Women’s Equality Day, Sophia
Mendoza and her husband Tracy
were at Downtown Disney in search
of Valentine Auction inspiration.

CONTACT US

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF
RIVERSIDE
CLUB NUMBER
114315
MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. Box 1631
Riverside CA 92502
EMAIL ADDRESS:
siriverside@soroptimist.net
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistriverside.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist Riverside CA
INSTAGRAM
soroptimistriverside

Annamarie Megrdichian updated
her profile picture.
Carol Allain Speer posted:
“What a beautiful photo of
my grandson, Logan, and
his sweet family.”

LINKED IN
www.linkedin.com/company/sor
optimist-international-of-riverside

GOLDEN WEST REGION
WEBPAGE
www.goldenwestregion.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International Golden
West Region

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS INC.

The Joy of Achievement,
The Dignity of Service,
The Integrity of Profession,
The Love of Country.
I will put forth my greatest
effort to promote, uphold, and
defend these ideals, for a
larger fellowship
in home, in society,
in business, for country
and for God.

RIVERSIDELINES

1709 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimist.org
FACEBOOK
Soroptimist International of the
Americas

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
8A Romsey Terrace
Cambridge, CB1 3NH
United Kingdom
WEBPAGE
www.soroptimistinternational.org

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE

I pledge allegiance to
Soroptimist and to
The ideals for which
it stands:
The Sincerity of Friendship,

EDITOR
Pam Bradford
DEADLINE
Submit articles and photos
by the 25th of each
month to Pam at:

“VOLUNTEERS ARE
PRICELESS”

