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SOROPTIMIST
VISION

Women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and
live their dreams.

SOROPTIMIST
MISSION

Soroptimist is a global volunteer
organization that provides
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to achieve economic
empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST
‘ TAG LINE I
OINVESTING

IN
DREAMS

to improve the lives of
women and girls.

SOROPTIMIST
2021-2031
BIG GOAL

Invest in the dreams of half a
million women and girls through
access to education.

2023-24
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

Melanie McKee

(760) 586-3131
mckeemelanie4@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
JoAnn Moore
(951) 662-4505
jamatlakelemon@aol.com

RECORDING SECRETARY
Sophia Mendoza
(808) 258-3696
sophiam39@gmail.com

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

SOROPTIMIST
CORE VALUES

Soroptimist International of the
Americas is committed to:

1 GENDER EQUALITY
Women and girls live free
from discrimination.

1 EMPOWERMENTWomen
and girls are free to act in
their own best interest.

1 EDUCATION Women and
girls deserve to lead full and
productive lives through
access to education.

7 DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP
Women from varied
backgrounds and
perspectives work together

Charlene Johnson
(951) 907-0096
gracious135@yahoo.com

TREASURER

Debbie Ferraro

(951) 212-2358
debbers813@aol.com

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Lynn Scecina
(951) 317-2141
woodcrestchiro@aol.com

SENIOR DIRECTOR
Ellen Clizbe
(951) 321-9590
eclizbe@yahoo.com

JUNIOR DIRECTOR
Edith Gingerich
(951) 640-3881

edithg@earthlink.net

SENIOR DELEGATE
Barbara Walling
(714) 875-0873

wbmuse@sbclobal.net

JUNIOR DELEGATE
Debbie Kelley
(951) 205-5340

debbie52lcsw@aol.com

PRESI DENTO6 S ESS

Melanie McKee
2022 -24 President

Soroptimist  International of
Ri v er snisgior & g0 provide
women and girls with access to
the education and training they
need to help achieve economic
empowerment. We offer awards
and scholarships that are
designed to educate, empower
and enable women and girls to
pursue their dreams.

On  April 17, 2024, we
celebrated our annual Salute to
Service Awards luncheon and
presented the following awards
and scholarships to deserving
women and girls:

* Live Your Dream Education &
Training Award

* Dream It, Be It Scholarship

Raincross Service Award

Gold Key Award

*

*

I would like to express my
gratitude  to Event Chair
Charlene Johnson and Award
Chairs Chris Deviny, Edith
Gingerich, Tillie Soliz and Sophia
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Mendoza. | dalso like to thank
JoAnn Moore for the beautiful
centerpieces as well as the Salute
to  Service Committee for
organizing this luncheon.

Lastly, | would like to
congratulate our 2024 Gold Key
Award winner, Yoko Boucher,
and express my thanks for her
kind and generous donation
to Sl Riverside.

Melanie McKee Dr.B.A.
2022-24 SIR President

ACHIEVING SUCCESS TOGETHER

May GOLDEN WEST REGION
31- SPRING CONFERENCE
Jun Casino Del Sol Resort

2 Tucson, Arizona

NO PROGRAM MEETING
IN MAY

MAY 2024
CALENDAR

6- NOTHING BUNDT CAKES
11 FUNDRAISER

7 BOARD MEETING
12:00 PM on ZOOM

9 CALIFORNIA PIZZA
KITCHEN FUNDRAISER

14 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 lowa
Avenue, Riverside

15 INTERNATIONALFAMILY
DAY

17 RHINESTONES, COWGIRLS
& AUCTION FUNDRAISER
Riverside Elks Club

JUNE 2024
CALENDAR

Juune

4 BOARDMEETING
12:00 PM on ZOOM

5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT
DAY

11 BUSINESS MEETING
12:00 PM, Habitat for
Humanity, 2180 lowa
Avenue, Riverside

15 WORLD ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

19 INTERNATIONSL DAY FOR
THE ELIMINATION OF
SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN
CONFLICT

To BeAnnounced
2024-25 INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS

July 24-27, 2024
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS 48th
BIENNIAL CONVENTION
Bellevue, Washington
July 27-28, 2024

SIALEADERSHIP ROUND TABLE
Bellevue, Washington

July 2027
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION
OWaves of Changebo
along the shores of Alaska

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Soroptimist  International  of
Riverside, a club in District 1 of
the Golden West Region of
Soroptimist International of the
Americas, meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month We
meet at Habitat for Humanity,
2180 lowa Avenue, Riverside,
from noon until approximately
1:15 PM. Please arrive a little
early so that we may begin
promptly at noon. The 2nd
Tuesday is a Business Meeting
and the 4th Tuesday is a Program
Meeting.

=

NO PROGRAM MEETING
IN JUNE

DATES TO REMEMBER I

SaeDrte

MAY 15, 2024
INTERNATIONAL
FAMILY DAY

INTERNATIONAL
FAMILY DAY

(



In 1993, the United Nations
passed a resolution to showcase
the determination of the
organization to encourage better
living standards and social
progress of families across the
globe.

In 1994, the United Nations
officially declared the
International Day of Families in
response to the changing
economic and social structures
that are affecting the stability and
structure of family units in
different parts of the world.

International Day of Families
basically celebrates the fact that
families are the central part of any
society.

Why Is World Family Day
Celebrated?

This day is celebrated with a dual
purpose in mind & to raise
awareness of the significance of
families and the different aspects
that are negatively affecting this
unit. It acknowledges the power
and abilities of what is considered
the most basic unit of society in
several parts of the world.

Each year, the day is used as a
launch pad to highlight the issues
plaguing families and the
appropriate actions individuals,
societies and the governments
can take in order to resolve said
issues. The day is also used to
showcase how a strengthened
family unit eventually helps
strengthen societies and nations.

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE
AMERICAS

(/amen 6mpowermenf

Why Education &
Economic
Empowerment
Matter

oGi r/l soé educati or
foremost a fundamental human
right but it ods
powerful force in our hands to
ensure significant improvements
in health, stimulate economic
growth, achieve gender equality,
and unlock the innovation we
need to build more resilient and
sustainable societies 0

Audrey Axoulay
Director General of UNESCO
July 2019

A quality education, more than
any other intervention, holds the
greatest potential to transform the
lives of women and girls.

Access to education addresses
many of the other issues that

impact women, including
domestic violence, trafficking,
teen dating violence,

homelessness, teen pregnancy,
and sexual assault.

Education allows women to
develop the skills that command
decent wages, giving them the
freedom to avoid and leave
unsafe situations as they have the
resources to make their own
decisions.

l nvesting i n wo m
provides a more even playing

field for women to pursue
opportunities in the workforce,
leading to economic
empowerment.

Education enables women to
command higher wages in the
workforce, increasing their
standard of living for themselves
and their families. When women
control more of the household
income, more money is spent on

ends

their chil drends
healthcare, and children are
better educated and healthier.

Greater gender equality boosts
country-wide economic growth.
The economic empowerment of
women i notrjuststhe right diing
to do, but the smart thing to do,
a B dt ist @ne investment that
benefits individuals, households,
communities, and countries.

From SIA Website:
WWW.Soroprimist.org

APRIL 9, 2024
2024 -25 SLATE OF
OFFICERS

The slate of officers for SlI
Ri ver s202d-€% Board of
Directors was presented to the
club by Nominating Chair Tillie
Soliz at our April business
meeting. Voting will take place at
our business meeting on May
14th.

President

Vice-President
JoAnn Moore

Recording Secretary
Tiffanie Tate

Corresponding Secretary
RosaSantoslLee

Treasurer
Debbie Ferraro

ed



AssistantTreasurer
Ellen Clizbe

Senior Director
Chris Deviny

Junior Director
Melanie McKee

Senior Delegate
Debbie Kelley

Junior Delegate
Barbara Walling

APRIL 17, 2024
PRESENTATION TO
TRANSITIONAL LIVING
PROGRAM

At the beginning of our Salute to
Service Awards program, Sl
Riverside President Melanie
McKee presented Julie Hale
from Operation SafeHouse
(Transitional Living Program) with
a donation check from SI
Riversidein the amount of $500.

Julie Hale, Operation SafeHouse,
and Melanie McKee, Sl
RiversidePresident

APRIL 17, 2024
SALUTE TO SERVICE
AWARDS LUNCHEON

SALUTE
TO SERVICE

S| Riverside's Salute to Service
Awards Luncheon was held on
April 17, 2024 at the First United
Methodist Church.

S| Riverside honored 10 amazing
women with our Live Your Dream

Education & Training Award,

Dream It, Be It Scholarship,
Raincross Service Award and our
most prestigious award, the Gold

Key.

LIVE YOUR DREAM
EDUCATION &RAINING
AWARD

The Live Your Dream Education &
Training Award is a monetary
award that was established by
Soroptimist International of the
Americas in 1972 to assist women
entering or re-entering the
workforce in  obtaining the

education and skills training they
need to improve their
employment  status. These
awards are designed to give
women heads of household, who
provide the primary source of
financial support for their

families, the opportunity to
achieve their career goals, an
opportunity they have not
previously had, whether because
of economic or social barriers or
personal circumstances. These
awards are for women who are

attending, or have been accepted
to, a vocational/skills training

program or an undergraduate

degree program.

TaNina Keely with LYDETA
Chalir Edith Gingerich

Taneshia Grant with LYDETA Chair
Edith Gingerich

Jessica Davilawith L YDETA
Chair Edith Gingerich

ADDITIONAL WINNERS
(No Photos):

Sofia N.
Sarah O.
Sara F.

DREAM IT, BE IT
SCHOLARSHIP

The Dream It, Be ItScholarship is
awarded to a high school senior
who attended our Live Your
Dream: Dream It, Be It
Conference in her  AVID
(Advancement Via Individual
Determination) middle school
education years.



Dream [It, Be It Scholarship Chair
Chris Deviny with
Kimberly Marquez

Dream It Be It Scholarship
Chair Chris Deviny with
Lizet Avila

RAINCROSS SERVICE
AWARD

The Raincross Service Award was
established in 2021. Club
members submit suggestions of
worthy organizations and the
Raincross Service Award
Committee selects one of the
organizations. The selected
organi zation®s
choose a woman from Riverside
that they recognizeas an amazing
volunteer in their organization.
She must have made a significant
contribution to the Riverside
community through their
organization and volunteered a
minimum of five years at the
establishment. Additionally, her
volunteer work must beneft
women and girls in addition to

others. This year the chosen
organization was Operation

SafeHouse who picked one of
their long time volunteers for SI
Riverside to honor

Raincross Service Award Chair Tillie
Soliz with Toya Smith

GOLD KEY AWARD

The Gold Key Award was
established in 1972 and is Sl
Riversideds mo s
recognition. It is presented to an
outstanding woman from the
Riverside area who has given
fifteen or more years of volunteer
service to the community.

Yoko Boucher with Gold Key Chair
Sophia Mendoza

During the Gold Key Award
ceremony, Yoko Boucher was also
presented with proclamations,
resolutions and recognitions from
various California governmental
offices.

Yoko Boucher receivingaward from
California State Assembly

SALUTE TO SERVICE
AWARDS LUNCHEON
PHOTOS







