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SOROPTIMIST 

VISION 

 

Women and girls have the 

resources and opportunities to 

reach their full potential and  

live their dreams. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

MISSION 

 

Soroptimist is a global volunteer 

organization that provides 

women and girls with access to 

the education and training they 

need to achieve economic 

empowerment. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

TAG LINE 

  

“INVESTING  

IN  

DREAMS” 
 

SOROPTIMIST  

CORE VALUES 

 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas is committed to: 

 

• GENDER EQUALITY:  

Women and girls live free 

from discrimination. 

 

• EMPOWERMENT:  Women 

and girls are free to act in 

their own best interest. 

 

• EDUCATION:  Women and 

girls deserve to lead full and 

productive lives through 

access to education. 

 

• DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP:  

Women from varied 

backgrounds and 

perspectives work together   

to improve the lives of 

women and girls.  

SOROPTIMIST 

BIG GOAL 

Invest in the dreams of half a 

million women and girls through 

access to education. 

 

2025-26  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

PRESIDENT 

Lynn Scecina 

(951) 317-2141 

woodcrestchiro@aol.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Rosa Santos-Lee 

(951) 445-8968 

rsantoslee@yahoo.com 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

Tiffanie Tate 

(805) 236-4975 

drtate1908@gmail.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Barbara Walling 

(714) 875-0873 

wbmuse@sbclobal.net 

 

TREASURER 

Debbie Ferraro 

(951) 212-2358 

debbers813@aol.com 

 

 ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Debbie Kelley 

(951) 205-5340 

debbie52LCSW@aol.com 

 

SENIOR DIRECTOR 

Melanie McKee 

(760) 586-3131 

mckeemelanie4@gmail.com 

 

 JUNIOR DIRECTOR 

Edith Gingerich 

(951) 640-3881 

edithg@gmail.com 

 

 SENIOR DELEGATE 

Tillie Soliz 

(951) 285-9682 

tilliesoliz20@gmail.com 

 

JUNIOR DELEGATE 

Chris Deviny 

(951) 276-3304 

christinedeviny@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 

2025 was quite the year for our 

club. We began the year with the 

Human Trafficking event in 

January and had a fun and 

successful Rhinestones, Cowgirls 

and Auction fundraiser in 

February.  

 

March is always our month to host 

our annual Live Your Dream: 

Dream It Be It Conference that 

was a tremendous experience for 

the AVID middle school girls in 

attendance. In April we held our 

Salute to Service event, at which 

we presented scholarships to 

deserving women and girls and 

presented the Gold Key Award to 

Katie Greene, who subsequently 

joined our club.  

 

In June we provided the means for 

previous award winner Melanie 

Magana to spend two weeks in 

Erlangen, Germany, as part of 

our Young Mentors Program.  

 

Our new board was inducted in 

July and in October we held our 

first Mad Hatter's Tea Party 

fundraiser, which was a fun and 

delightful event.  We also 

inducted two new members, Cisca 

Hernandez and Virginia Sullivan, 

both who have stepped up in 

mailto:gracious135@yahoo.com
mailto:sophiam39@gmail.com
mailto:woodcrestchiro@aol.com
mailto:debbers813@aol.com
mailto:mckeemelanie4@gmail.com
mailto:edithg@earthlink.net
mailto:tilliesoliz20@gmail.com


many ways to help us on our 

mission. 

 

In November we had our 

Friendsgiving feast replete with 

delicious food.  In December we 

attended the long-awaited 

dedication of our History Walk, 

for which we owe many thanks to 

Susan Exon for her 12 years of 

tenacity on this project.  As a last 

hurrah, our Holiday Party was 

legendary.   

 

We also had some inspiring guest 

speakers join us at our Program 

Meetings, including a 

representative from the Blue 

Zones, Miss Riverside County,  

City Councilperson Clarissa 

Cervantes and a local expert on 

olive oil.  

 

We already have plans for a 

productive 2026, as we are 

looking forward to the 

presentation at our January 

Program Meeting from 

Councilman Philip Falcone, who 

was so instrumental in getting the 

History Walk installed in front of 

the Riverside County 

court  house.   

 

We are also ready to yell Yee-Haw 

for our third annual Rhinestones, 

Cowgirls and Auction on February 

20th and our Live your Dream: 

Dream It, Be It Conference team 

is actively planning this year's 

event.   

 

With that I wish everyone a 

healthy and prosperous New 

Year. 

Lynn Scecina DC 

2025-26 President 

 

 

  

JANUARY 2026 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

6 BOARD MEETING 

 12:00 PM on ZOOM 

 

9 BUSINESS MEETING 

 12:00 PM, ZOOM and 

Habitat for Humanity, 2180 

Iowa Avenue, Riverside 

 

11 NATIONAL HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 

DAY 

   

24 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

EDUCATION 

 

27 PROGRAM MEETING 

 12:00 PM, Habitat for 

Humanity, 2180 Iowa 

Avenue, Riverside 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

3 BOARD MEETING 

 12:00 PM on ZOOM 

 

6 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 

FEMALE GENITAL 

MUTILATION 

 

10 BUSINESS MEETING 

 12:00 PM, ZOOM and 

Habitat for Humanity, 2180 

Iowa Avenue, Riverside 

 

11 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 

SCIENCE 

 

14 V-DAY: GLOBAL DAY FOR 

THE ELIMINATION OF 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

 

20 RHINESTONES, COWGIRLS 

& AUCTION FUNDRAISER 

 Elks Lodge 

  

NO PROGRAM MEETING 

IN FEBRUARY 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 

March 7, 2026 

LIVE YOUR DREAM: DREAM IT, 

BE IT CONFERENCE 

Riverside City College 

 

 September 30 to  

October 2, 2027 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

CONVENTION 

Prague, Czech Republic 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside, a club in District 1 of  

the Golden West Region of 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas, meets on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesdays of each month.  

Business meetings are on the 2nd 

Tuesday and Program meetings 

are on the 4th Tuesday.  Business 

meetings are hybrid on ZOOM 

and in person at Habitat for 

Humanity, 2180 Iowa Avenue, 

Riverside.  Program meetings are 

in person only at Habitat for 

Humanity.  Meetings will last from  

noon until approximately 1:15 

PM. Please arrive a little early so 

we may begin promptly at noon. 

    



JANUARY 11, 2026 

 NATIONAL HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 

DAY 

 

 

 

National Human Trafficking 

Awareness Day in 2026 falls 

on Sunday, January 11th, a key 

date during National Slavery and 

Human Trafficking Prevention 

Month, with events like 

#WearBlueDay urging people to 

wear blue and raise awareness 

online using hashtags like #EndIt 

to combat human trafficking.  

 

Key Details for 2026: 

 

Date: January 11, 2026 

(Sunday). 

 

Focus: Highlighting the global 

issue of human trafficking and 

promoting prevention and 

survivor support. 

 

#WearBlueDay: A major initiative 

where people wear blue and post 

pictures with #WearBlueDay and 

#EndIt to show solidarity and call 

attention to the crime.  

 

How to Participate: Wear 

Blue: Wear blue clothing and 

draw a blue "X" on your hand.  

Share on Social Media: Post 

photos with #WearBlueDay and 

#EndIt. 

 

Support Organizations: Volunteer 

or donate to groups fighting 

trafficking. 

 

Host Events: Organize community 

discussions or film screenings.  

 

This day is part of the larger 

observance of Human Trafficking 

Awareness Month in January, with 

various organizations holding 

events and webinars throughout 

the month. 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

 
POSITION PAPERS 
 

Soroptimist International’s 

Position Papers outline our global 

advocacy stance on key issues 

affecting women and girls.  Each 

paper reflects our commitment to 

human rights, gender equality 

and the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

WHERE WE STAND 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 

POSITION SUMMARY 
  

• Broadly defined, human 

trafficking is the forceful 

exploitation of a person.  

 

• It was estimated that as of 

2024, there were nearly 27 

million victims of human 

trafficking globally.  

 

• It is the second most lucrative 

illicit crime in the world with 

estimated profits of USD 236 

billion annually.  

 

• As human trafficking occurs 

everywhere and is 

widespread there is an urgent 

need to create awareness 

about the real definition of 

human trafficking.  

 

• Human trafficking remains a 

crime with a significant 

gender dimension, as many 

victims are women and girls, 

particularly exposed to 

physical and sexual violence, 

including but not limited to 

homicide and torture, 

psychological abuse, poor 

working and living 

conditions, often amounting 

to a form of modern-day 

slavery.  

 

Human Trafficking may involve 

many other crimes such as: 

  

• Labor  Trafficking and 

Slavery  Exploitation  

 

• Trafficking specifically for 

sexual exploitation or 

pornography  

 

• Trafficking of children for 

any of the above as well as 

forced marriage  

 

• Organ Trafficking 

 

WHERE THINGS  

NEED TO GO 
 

Sustainable Development Goal 

Target 8.7 states that, to end 

modern slavery, trafficking and 

child labor, States and other 

stakeholders must “take 

immediate and effective 

measures to eradicate forced 

labor, end modern slavery and 

human trafficking and secure the 

prohibition and elimination of all 

forms of child labor by 2025.” 

 

It is essential that all stakeholders, 

including UN Member States, 

local authorities, businesses and 

more, address the specific 

vulnerabilities of all women and 

girls living in crisis contexts.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=%23WearBlueDay&rlz=1C1GCGA_enUS1114US1114&oq=national+human+trafficking+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggBEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMgYIABBFGDkyDggBEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMgcIAhAAGIAEMgcIAxAAGIAEMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMgcIBhAAGIAEMgcIBxAAGIAEMgcICBAAGIAEMgcICRAAGIAE0gEKMzQ2OTY0ajBqN6gCCLACAfEFwSVay1sG10g&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjCy4W5i7yRAxV2LEQIHQ9hNSEQgK4QegYIAQgAEAw


Trafficking of all women and girls 

of any form must be recognized 

as a form of violence. The 

gendered dimensions of 

vulnerability must be addressed 

through various means.  

 

This can include:  

 

• Investing in education and 

community-based programs 

that challenge social norms 

and male domination.  

 

• Addressing the economic 

drivers and other 

vulnerability factors that may 

push women and girls to 

seek risky opportunities for 

income generation that 

could lead to their 

exploitation.  

 

• Strengthening capacities of 

response teams in internally 

displaced person (IDP), 

refugee or large migration 

movement settings to better 

identify potential victims and 

ensure the safety and 

security all women and girls.  

 

• Women’s rights and 

survivors’ organizations 

should inform gender-

responsive crisis action plans 

and ensure their meaningful 

participation and access to 

influence in decision-

making. 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 7, 2025 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 

 

 

 

Melanie McKee and JoAnn Moore   

at the Alternative Gift Fair 

 

SI Riverside participated in the 

annual Alternative Gift Fair held 

on the first Sunday of December 

at First United Methodist Church.  

 

This has been a way for our club 

to raise funds and spread our 

mission to the public, while 

learning about other local non-

profits. 

 

Tillie Soliz, Melanie McKee and 

JoAnn Moore greeted people, 

made sure they knew about the 

items for sale and how we serve 

women and girls in the greater 

Riverside area.  

 

Shoppers found two wonderlands 

to choose from – Winter 

Wonderland and Alice in 

Wonderland. The latter was a few 

items from our Mad Hatter Tea 

Party  

 

The table this year had a selection 

of candy wrapped as wreaths and 

Yule logs and sweet treats in 

delightful Mad Hatter character 

bags. There were a selection of 

handmade blank card sets with 

envelopes in both Christmas and 

Floral designs. We also had 

scented candles in ornate metal 

jars with lids.  

 

A Second Chance Sale took place 

at the business meeting for 

members who were unable to 

attend the Gift Fair. We are 

pleased to have made about 

$200 for club needs and look 

forward to next year’s table. 

 

JoAnn Moore 

Chair, Alternative Gift Fair 

 

DECEMBER 9, 2025 

HISTORY WALK 

REDEDICATION 

 

 

  

HISTORY WALK 

DEDICATION 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE 

11:30 AM 

 

 

Photo: Michael J. Elderman 

 

City of Riverside Mayor Patricia 

Lock Dawson leads the History 

Walk “Cutting of the Ribbon” 

Ceremony 

 



On December 9, 2025, the City 

of Riverside joyfully rededicated its 

History Walk, bringing the 

beloved landmark back to Main 

Street after spending 13 years in 

storage. Originally created in 

1976 as a Bicentennial gift from 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside, the walk has been 

carefully restored and now once 

again graces downtown with its 

commemorative stones.   

 

The dedication celebration took 

place at Veterans Plaza, where 

community members gathered to 

witness the official return of the 

History Walk. Mayor Patricia Lock 

Dawson, Soroptimist International 

of Riverside President Lynn 

Scecina and History Walk 

Committee Chair Susan Exon 

each shared heartfelt remarks 

about the project’s significance. 

Their speeches were followed by a 

ribbon-cutting ceremony led by 

Mayor Dawson beside a newly 

installed interpretive sign, 

symbolizing the walk’s renewed 

place in Riverside’s civic life. 

 

Stretching along Main Street 

between 10th and 12th streets 

near the historic courthouse, the 

restored walk features 33 granite 

stones. Each marker highlights 

pivotal moments in Riverside’s 

history, from the 1838 Rancho 

Jurupa land grant through 1998 

when California Baptist College 

became California Baptist 

University, as well as milestones  

in agriculture, education            

and community development. 

Together, they tell the story of 

more than a century of civic and 

cultural heritage. 

 

The rededication was not only a 

celebration of history but also of 

community collaboration. To 

ensure the walk’s long-term 

preservation, local organizations 

and individuals joined forces to 

build an endowment. Support 

came from groups such as the 

Old Riverside Foundation, Friends 

of the Mission Inn, Uptown 

Kiwanis, Riverside Historical 

Society, La Sierra University and 

many others including civic clubs, 

churches and community leaders 

demonstrating Riverside’s shared 

commitment to honoring its past. 

 

Following the ceremony, 

attendees were invited to tour the 

walk, pausing at each stone to 

reflect on the events and people 

who shaped the city. The History 

Walk now stands as both a tribute 

to Riverside’s legacy and a 

promise to future generations that 

its stories will continue to be 

remembered. 

 

Visitors can experience the History 

Walk by strolling down Main 

Street in downtown Riverside, 

where the commemorative stones 

are embedded in the sidewalk, 

waiting to share their stories with 

all who pass by. 

 

 

 

City of Riverside Mayor 

Patricia Lock Dawson 

 

 

 

SI Riverside President Lynn 

Scecina 

 

 

 

History Walk Committee Chair 

Susan Exon 

 

 

 

Newly Installed History Walk  

Interpretive Sign 

 

 

 

Councilman Phillip Falcone, City 

of Riverside Mayor Patricia Lock 

Dawson, John Adkins (RCC Dean 

of Fine and Performing Arts who 

was the artist for the two new 

stones), Bruce Ricker of Frank L. 

Richer Inc. (who manufactured 

the two new stones) and Steve 

Lech (local historian who wrote 

the text for the two new stones. 

 



 

 

Bonnie Warner (in floral top) with 

her grandson.  Bonnie is the 

daughter of Betty Fauth, artist 

and designer of the History Walk 

stones in 1976. 

 

 

 

Susan Exon with City of Riverside 

Mayor Patricia Lock Dawson 

 

 

 

Councilman Phillip Falcone and 

City of Riverside Mayor Patricia 

Lock Dawson with members of 

the Zonta Club who were an 

original stone sponsor and also 

gave money to the City of 

Riverside Maintenance account 

for the History Walk 

 

 

 

History Walk Endowment 

Sponsors 

 

 

 

Councilman Phillip Falcone with 

History Walk Committee Chair 

Susan Exon with the newly 

installed Interpretive Sign 

 

 

 

SI Riverside Members in 

attendance at the Dedication 

 

 

 

SI Riverside member and Gold 

Key Award winner Katie Greene 

 

 

 

 

New Stone for California Baptist 

University 

 

 

 

New Stone for Riverside National 

Cemetery 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 9, 2025 

ANTHOLOGY OF WOMEN 

IN RIVERSIDE 

 

 

 

SI President Lynn Scecina 

recognizes Susan Exon for her 

contribution to “The Anthology of 

Women in Riverside” 

 

“The ANTHOLOGY 

OF WOMEN IN 

RIVERSIDE” 
 

In October 2025, the Riverside 

Historical Society released a 

remarkable new book titled “The 

Anthology of Women in   

Riverside, California 1870–

1970.”  Published as Occasional 

Publication No. 3, the anthology 

shines a light on the often 

overlooked contributions of 

women to Riverside’s growth and 

development during its first 

century. 

 

The book brings together 100 

articles that profile a wide range 

of women and women’s 

organizations, including figures 

from diverse ethnic backgrounds 

whose stories have rarely been 

told. Among its notable profiles is 

Felicita Tortes Meyers, a Cahuilla 

woman celebrated for her 

exquisite basketry. By highlighting 

stories like hers, the anthology 

seeks to correct the imbalance in 

Riverside’s historical record, 

where women have historically 

been represented in only 4% of 

the city’s landmarked sites. 

 

Although the Riverside Historical 

Society published the anthology, 

the project beautifully reflects    

the mission of Soroptimist 

International of Riverside. 

Contributing a chapter, SI 

Riverside member Susan Exon 

highlighted the many ways the 

club has enriched the city and 

empowered women, continuing a 

legacy the Soroptimists are proud 

to share.  

 

For those eager to explore the 

anthology, it is available at 

several local sites: Muse Market 

on Canyon Crest Drive, the 

Mission Inn Museum Store on 

Main Street and the research 

room of the Downtown Riverside 

Public Library. 

 

By honoring these extraordinary 

women, the anthology restores 

their voices to Riverside’s history 

and secures their legacy               

for generations to come. It 

ensures that Riverside’s women 

are finally recognized for          

their remarkable contributions, 

something that Soroptimist 

International of Riverside is proud 

to support. 

 

 

DECEMBER 11, 2025 

HOLIDAY PARTY 

 

 

 

On December 11th, Soroptimist 

International of Riverside threw 

the ultimate holiday bash, and 

WOW, it was one for the books!  

 

Held at the beautiful home of 

member Susan Wolf and expertly 

planned by Hospitality Chair 

Debbie Kelley, our first stop was 

Carb Heaven with “The Pasta 

Guy” whipping up a feast so 

fabulous we were practically 

twirling our forks in applause.  

 

Next up was the legendary gift-

swapping showdown, where 

members and guests gleefully 

snatched presents from one 

another without hesitation.  It was 

then on to the dice game “Left, 

Right and Center,” a crowd 

favorite, always full of squeals 

and laughter.  

 

But the highlight? The Rudolph 

Antler Challenge with teams 

being given panty hose and 

balloons from which to craft 

antlers for their chosen 

“Rudolph.” Once crowned, 

Rudolph had to lead the team in 

a rousing rendition of “Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” First 

team to finish singing was the 

winner.  The laughter was endless 

and our teamwork, though 

delightfully silly, proved absolutely 

unstoppable. 

 

Surrounded by pasta, presents, 

pantyhose and the laughter of 

dear friends, it was simply the 

most unforgettable holiday 

celebration ever! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 11, 2025 

TOY DRIVE FOR 

ARLINGTON TEMPORARY 

ASSISTANCE 

 

 

 

SIR member Vrginia Sullivan 

delivering toys to Ofelia Aguirre,   

Arlington Temporary Assistance 

Director   

 

Soroptimist is about more than 

celebration.  It’s about giving 

back.  

 

At our Holiday Party, every guest 

contributed to our annual 

Christmas Toy Drive, bringing joy 

to the children supported by 



Arlington Temporary Assistance in 

Riverside.  

 

We extend heartfelt thanks to our 

newest member, Virginia Sullivan, 

who graciously delivered the toys 

to ATA Director Ofelia Aguirre the 

very next day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 20, 2026 

RHINESTONES, COWGIRLS 

& AUCTION FUNDRAISER 

 

 

 

Soroptimist International of 

Riverside is fixin’ to throw the 

rootin’-tootin’est shindig this side 

of the Santa Ana River! 

 

Friday, February 20, 2026 

11:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Riverside Elks Lodge – 6166 

Brockton Avenue, Riverside 

Tickets: $65 each 

 

 

 

SADDLE UP, SISTERS 

 

Dust off those jeans, shine up your 

boots, and throw on your 

rhinestones or just mosey on in as 

you are for an afternoon of boot-

stompin’ fun! 

 

WHAT’S COOKIN’ 

 

We’ve got a rib-stickin’ Barbeque 

Luncheon that’ll make you holler 

“Yee Haw!” and plenty of 

activities to keep the good times 

rollin’: 

 

• Live Auction – bid big, win 

bigger! 

• Basket Drawings – surprises 

galore! 

• Balloons & Bling – sparkle 

everywhere! 

• Coffee or Cocktails with a 

Cowboy – saddle up for a sip! 

• Jewelry with a Purpose – shine 

while you support! 

• Red, White & Booze Game – 

cheers to fun! 

 

HOW TO JOIN THE RIDE 

 

Invitations, registration forms, 

and sponsor forms have already 

hit the trail so grab your ticket 

quick! We’ve even added a QR 

code to make wranglin’ your spot 

easier than ropin’ a calf. 

 

BASKET ROUNDUP 

 

It’s time to rustle up those basket 

themes and send ’em on over to 

Melanie McKee by January 13th 

so she can keep that master list 

neat as a freshly swept barn floor. 

If your goodies need wrapping, 

trot ’em into the February 10th 

business meeting.  Otherwise, 

hitch up your wagons and bring 

your finished baskets bright and 

early to the Elks Lodge on event 

day. Let’s make this roundup one 

rootin’-tootin’ success! 

 

 



SPONSORSHIPS, ADS AND   

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 

 

Got a few questions about 

sponsorships, program ads, or 

live auction items? Tip your hat to 

JoAnn Moore. Deadline for 

program materials is January 31, 

2026.  Don’t be late, pardner! 

 

BALLOONS & BLING 

 

JoAnn Moore is saddlin’ up to 

wrangle our Balloons & Bling gift 

bags. She’ll be ridin’ in soon with 

a list of what she needs this year 

so keep your boots polished and 

your lassos ready to help! 

 

RED, WHITE AND BOOZE 

 

Edith Gingerich is takin’ the reins 

on our Red, White and Booze 

spirits drawing. She’ll be hollerin’ 

out her needs before long, so stay 

tuned, cowpokes, it’s fixin’ to be a 

rootin’-tootin’ good time 

 

JEWELRY WITH A PURPOSE 

 

Lynn Scecina shined brighter than 

a desert star with “Jewelry with a 

Purpose” at our Mad Hatter 

luncheon. Folks loved it so much, 

we’re hitchin’ that wagon back up 

and bringin’ the beautiful jewelry 

to RCA. 

 

ALL HANDS ON DECK 

 

This here’s our main fundraiser 

that keeps our service projects 

gallopin’ strong all year long. 

Chair Melanie needs every 

cowgirl in the saddle so if you 

ain’t been assigned a task yet, 

reach out and join the posse! 

 

So polish up those boots, grab 

your hat, and get ready to kick up 

some dust for a cause that truly 

shines! 

 

 

 

MARCH 7, 2025 

LIVE YOUR DREAM: 

DREAM IT, BE IT 

CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

MARCH 7, 2026 

RIVERSIDE CITY 

COLLEGE 
 

We need all members to help in 

order for this event to be a 

success. 

 

More details coming soon! 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

EDUCATION & TRAINING 

 

 

 

Since 1994, Soroptimist has relied 

on the inspiring generosity of our 

Laurel Society members, who 

have collectively contributed more 

than $22 million to support 

women and girls through 

Soroptimist’s Dream Programs.  

 

“Our Laurel Society members are 

committed to financially 

supporting our mission and 

forward growth. Becoming a 

donor at this level creates a global 

impact that is very much needed 

to help unlock the full potential of 

women and girls through 

education and economic 

empowerment.” — Kymberlie 

Adams, SIA Chief Global 

Marketing and Development 

Officer 

 

Want to learn more? Here are 

answers to some of the top 

questions we receive about the 

Laurel Society. 

What is the Laurel Society? 

How do I join? 

The Laurel Society is SIA’s 

prestigious recognition program 

for donors who contribute gifts 

totaling $1,000 or more. It’s our 

way of celebrating donors whose 

generosity has made a 

transformative impact.   

To reach the first level of the 

Laurel Society, Attaché, your 

cumulative giving needs to reach 

$1,000. You continue to gain 

levels of recognition as your 

lifetime giving increases.   

What are the Laurel Society 

levels? 

There are eight levels of 

recognition in the Laurel Society, 

and you reach new levels as your 

lifetime giving increases. You 

receive a pin with a different 

gemstone for each level to 

recognize your generosity. 

  RECOGNITION CONTRIBUTION 

 

     Attache       $1,000 

     Envoy       $2,500 

     Diplomat       $5,000 

     Ambassador       $10,000 

     Inner Circle       $25,000 

     Inner Circle       $50,000 

     Inner Circle       $75,000 

     Inner Circle       $100,000 



How do I increase my Laurel 

Society level? 

Every gift you make to Soroptimist 

International of the Americas, 

including one-time gifts and 

monthly gifts, counts towards your 

Laurel Society recognition level.  

You also receive credit when:  

• Anyone donates in your 

honor (including family, 

friends or a club or region). 

• You raise funds for SIA 

through a peer-to-peer 

fundraiser. 

• Your employer matches your 

gift. 

A few types of donations DO NOT 

count toward your Laurel Society 

level, such as: 

• Founders Pennies and Club 

Giving contributions 

• Donations to the SI 

Foundation 

• If you make a tribute gift and 

choose to give the Laurel 

Society credit to the honoree 

• Gifts of goods 

 

How do I receive an 

invitation to the Laurel 

Society event at 

convention? 

When a Laurel Society member 

gives $500 or more over the 

course of two years (biennium) 

they are invited to the exclusive 

Laurel Society Event at SIA’s 

Biennial Convention. Contact SIA 

if you need help confirming your 

invitation status.   

What are the benefits of 

being in the Laurel Society? 

Becoming a member of the Laurel 

Society has a number of benefits. 

First and foremost, you know that 

you are supporting our global 

Dream Programs and making an 

impact on the lives of women and 

girls! Additionally, Laurel Society 

members receive a beautiful 

recognition pin, along with other 

perks such as receiving an 

invitation to the biennial Laurel 

Society event! 

What’s the difference 

between the Laurel Society 

and Stargazers? 

The Laurel Society honors 

individuals’ lifetime generosity, 

while Stargazers is the name of 

our monthly giving program that 

recognizes donors who set up a 

recurring gift. If you give monthly 

and have given more than 

$1,000 in total, you are a part of 

both! 

Monthly giving is a great way to 

earn credit toward joining the 

Laurel Society. A monthly gift of 

$84 would allow you to reach 

Attaché in one year. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

Susan Exon – 28th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY MEMBERSHIP 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

Rosa Santos-Lee 

1-27-2024 

  

CONTACT US 

 

 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL OF 

RIVERSIDE, INC. 

 

CLUB NUMBER 

114315 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

P. O. Box 1631 

Riverside CA 92502 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

siriverside@soroptimist.net 

 

WEBPAGE 

www.soroptimistriverside.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist Riverside CA 

 

INSTAGRAM 

soroptimistriverside 

 

LINKED IN 

www.linkedin.com/company/sor

optimist-international-of-riverside 

 

 

https://blog.soroptimist.org/stargazers
mailto:siriverside@soroptimist.net
http://www.soroptimistriverside.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/soroptimist-international-of-riverside
http://www.linkedin.com/company/soroptimist-international-of-riverside


 

GOLDEN WEST REGION 

 

WEBPAGE 

www.goldenwestregion.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist International Golden 

West Region 

 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

OF THE AMERICAS, INC. 

 

1709 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-6103 

 

MAIL: 

P. O. Box 95000 - 2553 

Philadelphia, PA 19195-0001 

 

WEBPAGE 

www.soroptimist.org 

 

FACEBOOK 

Soroptimist International of the 

Americas 

 

 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

8A Romsey Terrace 

Cambridge, CB1 3NH 

United Kingdom  

 

WEBPAGE 

www.soroptimistinternational.org 

 

 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

 

 

I pledge allegiance to 

Soroptimist and to  

The ideals for which 

 it stands: 

The Sincerity of Friendship, 

The Joy of Achievement, 

The Dignity of Service, 

The Integrity of Profession, 

The Love of Country. 

I will put forth my greatest 

effort to promote, uphold, and 

defend these ideals, for a 

larger fellowship 

 in home, in society,  

in business, for country  

and for God. 
 

RIVERSIDELINES 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR 

Pam Bradford 

 

DEADLINE 

Submit articles and photos  

by the 25th of each  

month to Pam at:  

 

pambradford@pamsemail.net 

  

 

JANUARY IS NATIONAL 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

AWARENESS MONTH 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
mailto:pambradford@pamsemail.net

